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Getting set for the fishing trip? It’s abou 

stock up at ap cnt Ann then . You'll need Paper 
Plates and other outing items .. . plus plenty of 
Canned Foods, Canned Meats, Instant Coffee and 
Quick-to-Fix Foods. . . . Getting hungry? Good! ... 
We'll be looking for you soon! 


=... CO | 
— Fishing Soon? 











STOCK UP NOW AT 


“MARGARET ANN * 


Florida’ S Friendly Home Controlled Food Stores 








Save A Little Everyday oe 
... On Everything You Buy 
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Winn and Lovett Grocery Go. 
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GOOD AS THE BEST 


I wouldn’t want to be without FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE. It is the best magazine I have 
read so far and I believe any good sport 
would say the same. As long as I can get 
a dollar I won’t be without it. 

GROVER H. PRITCHETT, 
Atmore, Alabama 
UTTERLY AMAZED 

I am amazed at the high quality of 
FLORIDA WILDLIFE for such a_ very 
low price. 

Since I am a native of DeSoto county, 
I am very anxious to see an article written 
about this county. 

SGT. EDWARD KEMP, 
O’Hare AFB, Illinois 


PRIDEFUL MOMENTS 
Your successful efforts in FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE give me_ prideful moments 
while traveling over its pages. It makes me 
homesick to catch some of those hefty crit- 
ters—thumbing their noses at anglers — 
come and get me. 
W. W. LANGDALE, 
Washington, D. C. 


(Turn Page) 
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In this typical Florida setting, a year- 
ling black bear expresses interest in 
a hollow tree stump. The scene was 
designed by a Florida artist, Carolyn 
Henry, of St. Petersburg. Miss Henry 
is a senior and art major at Florida 
State University. 























IN TAMPA 
IT’S 
THE TACKLE BOX 
3907 Nebraska Ave. 


Where you not only find the best in 


FISHING TACKLE 
BUT EXPERT REEL REPAIRMEN 
AND EXPERT FISHERMEN 


* 


Also the Latest Fishing Information 





VISIT LEESBURG 
Lake County’s Famous 
BASS FISHING 


Beauty in the Home! 
Sanitation in the Home! 


se iat ae = 
For Every Purpose 


Paul F. Mueller & Son 


PHONE 160 
212 N. 2nd Ave. Leesburg, Florida 








ST. JOHNS RIVER 
FISHING 


From Lemon Bluff to 
Lake Monroe 


FISH FROM 
CROWE’S CAMP 


On Route No. 46 at River 
SANFORD, FLORIDA 


PASCO 
ABSTRACT COMPANY 


MRS. C. A. LOCK, President 
Established 1889 
~ 


LAND TITLES 
TITLE INSURANCE 
* 
DADE CITY, FLORIDA 


P. O. BOX 126 PHONE 53 


VISIT CITRUS COUNTY 
FOR BIG BASS 


* 


FOR THE BEST 
IN DRUGS 


BENNETT’‘’S 
Rexall Drug Store 
INVERNESS, FLORIDA 





FLORIDA IN BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Your magazine is one of the best I have 
seen and contains useful and educational 
features that are a pleasure to read. 

It might interest you to know that some 
of your items are heard on the air here in 
this faraway corner of the continent. This 
comes about because I often quote suitable 
items on my radio program, “Conservation 
Calling”, which is done as a hobby. The 
people know about the Key Deer and sev- 
eral other items I have taken from FLOR- 
IDA WILDLIFE. 

BILL WARD, Game Warden, 
Kamloops, British Columbia 


FUTURE FLORIDA VISITOR 

_I am a former resident of Lakeland 
and visit your fair state often. I have made 
seven trips there in the last five years and 
expect to make another in March or April 
for 10 days of fishing. 

I have several friends here who read 
FLORIDA WILDLIFE and ask me to save 
it for them. They say it is better than many 
other sports magazines that they take now. 

The other day one of my friends asked 
me if all the places and stories in your 
magazine were true. I told him they were 
and he said he’d never been in Florida but 
planned to go there next summer. 

LEE MARVIN, 
Wapakoneta, Ohio 


ADVERTISING PAYS 
FLORIDA WILDLIFE is a_ welcome 

visitor to my home, and all the articles are 
interesting. The ads are interesting too and 
it was through one of them (Helfer’s Camp 
at Panasoffke) that we enjoyed a wonderful 
three-weeks vacation last September, fish- 
ing, relaxing, and sightseeing. 

RENE G. GUINDON, 

Homestead 


MESSAGE FROM FRANCE 

Although I’m a little late getting FLOR- 
IDA WILDLIFE over here in the Medi- 
terranean Area, I look forward to it every 
month. I just read the November issue and 
was made rather homesick because Mana- 
tee county is my home and I know what 
Mr. Shoemaker meant by the fun Gene 
Cloud has spear fishing because he’s my 
uncle and we’ve been fishing together sev- 
eral times. 

I had the privilege of knowing one of 
the game wardens during a recent tour of 
duty in Clay County, Florida. Although I 
was raised in the county and was taught 
never to waste or destroy wildlife, he help- 
ed me to see the hard job the Game & 
Fresh Water Fish Commission sometimes 
has in teaching the public the same thing. 

As a native of Florida, I’m very pleased 
at the job the Commission is doing and 
hope I can be of help to them when I re- 
turn to civilian life. 

C. E. NORRIS, MMgQ, 
U. S. S. Macon, 
Toulon, France 
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BASS FISHING 
IS GOOD IN LEESBURG 


See 


BELK-SAWYER 
COMPANY 


Lake and Sumter Counties’ Largest 
Department Store 


111-113 South Main Street 
LEESBURG, FLORIDA 


THREE LAKES LODGE 
ON LAKE EUSTIS 


Route 441 
oe 


EXCELLENT FISHING =~ 
BOATS== BAIT - -> FAGKEE:- 
SERVICE 
* 


THREE LAKES LODGE 
TAVARES, FLORIDA 


ANDERSON 
LUMBER COMPANY 


BUILDING MATERIAL 
ROOFING AND PAINTS 


509 N. Seventh—Phone 290 
DADE CITY, FLORIDA 


CITRUS COUNTY 
FOR BIG BASS 


* 


EDENFIELD’S 
CITRUS MOTORS 


INVERNESS, FLORIDA 


—For— 


FOR D 
TRACTORS @ FARM IMPLEMENTS 


Sales and Service 


FLORIDA WILDLIFE 








FINE FAMILY RESORT 
on 


LAKE GRIFFIN 


SAND BEACH 


SWIMMING @ FISHING ® 
MOTORS 


TWIN PALMS RESORT 


P. O. Box 34 
LEESBURG, FLORIDA 


A Place the Family Will Enjoy! 


BOATS 


WELCOME TO DADE CITY! 


ROOFING ® DOORS ® PAINTS 
CEMENT ®@ SASH 


MADILL 
BUILDING SUPPLY 
HARDWARE 


* 
North 7th Street 


DADE CITY, FLORIDA 
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ON AN L&S 
BASS-MASTER OR PANFISH-MASTER 


Both models very effective for bass and speckled perch. These 


DUCK LOSES HIS BILL 


Some hunters lose their shirt-tails. And, 
here’s a duck giving up his bill ($1 bill) 
for one of the best game magazines ever 
published. 

TERRY V. DUCK, Candidate 
for County Commissioner, 
Baldwin County, Alabama 


ONE UP ON ILLINOIS 

I am very proud of what your commis- 
sion is doing for the sportsmen of the State 
of Florida. Every good citizen should ap- 
preciate what you have accomplished. I re- 
gret that the state I reside in has not taken 
the forwards steps you have! 

WALTER C. HOFER, 
Blue Island, Illinois 
LONG TIME NEED 

. .. I don’t want to miss a single copy of 
your great magazine. It is something Florida 
needed a long time to boost the home state. 

JACK J. BASSETT, 
Jacksonville 
BREAK UP NETTING! 

. . « | hope you fellows will break up, 
completely, the illegal net fishing in Florida 
lakes—and the black market in scale fish. 

JOHN C. REED, D.D:S. 
Harrisburg, Pa. 
FIFTY YEARS OF FISHING 
. . FLORIDA WILDLIFE is doing a 
wonderful work and I read everything in 
it each month. I am a fisherman by trade 
but work for a living so am very much 
interested in our wildlife, especially fresh 
water trout fishing, and there is none better 
than we have in Florida. I have fished Big 
Sante Fe Lake for 50 years without miss- 
ing a single year, and I catch just as many 
now as I did 50 years ago, and I’ve got 
good proof. 

Your game wardens are doing good work 
down there. They are high-class men and 
gentlemen. If they can keep the gars down 


| and, I think, reduce the bream and speckled 
| perch, there would be more trout. Good 


luck to you in the work you are doing. 
C. P. HUFFMAN, 
Live Oak 


(Turn Page) 


FLASH + ACTION 
= FISH! 





WATCH FOR THE SENSATIONAL 


L&S MIRA-LURES 


lures have the famous L & S shiner minnow action and appear- 


- ance. Fast and slow sinking models. Durable plas- 


tic bodies and finest imported hodks. 
Made by 


Clearwater, Florida 
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L & S$ BAIT COMPANY, Inc. 


Permanent iridescent flash is built 
in. Fish can’t resist ‘em. Model 10M 
surface model illustrated above now 
available, Try ‘em on bass, They’re 


Bradley, Illinois terrific! 














fi Ra ee ear tale 
Sarasota © Plant City © Lakeland 


Dade City ® Lake Wales 


GREEN’S 
FUEL 
of FLORIDA, 
INC. 


GREEN’S FUEL—-A BETTER GAS 
SERVICE FOR 
HEATING ® COOKING 
REFRIGERATION 


DADE CITY, FLORIDA 


SPORTSMEN ... 
WELCOME TO DADE CITY! 


* 
THE PRESCRIPTION STORE 


CASH DRUG STORE 


SAM LATHEM, Registered Pharmacist 
OWNER 


DADE CITY, FLORIDA 


IT’S DADE CiTY 
IN PASCO COUNTY 
FOR FINE LIVING 


oe 
IT’S THE 


VALENCIA 
RESTAURANT 
FOR FINE FOOD 


GOOD SERVICE 





VISIT ZEPHYRHILLS 


See 


KAYLOR HARDWARE 


For 
®G. E. Appliances 
®Builders Supplies 
®Bottled Gas and Appliances 
®Well Pumps and Plumbing 
Supplies 
P. O. Box 637—703-705 5th Ave. 
ZEPHYRHILLS, FLORIDA 


CITRUS COUNTY 
FOR BIG BASS 


For Bargains 
GROCERIES ® MEATS 


Come to 


Economy Super-Market 
INVERNESS, FLORIDA 





RED TOP 


».. easy to see 


_ LIGHT COLORED/ Seccugh 4 


_ BASE ; 
oe yas Be, « see ae 
' crab enter 


) Get the trap that gets the crabs! It’s 
heavier, sinks rapidly. Heavy plastic 
coating in colors — see crabs in action. 
Sturdier than ordinary traps, with bonded, 
welded joints. Resists corrosion. Tapered 
sides for quick opening. Size, 12’’ x 12”’ 
x 12’", 34". mesh. See your 
favorite sporting goods 
dealer. If he cannot serve 
you, send his name, plus 
check or money order. 
Money back guarantee! 


THE WASHBURN COMPANY 


WORCESTER, MASS. * ROCKFORD, ILL. 


> Brandt REEL-AlD 
LEVEL-WINDS SURF REELS 


Fits Any Size Rod ... Gives Full Control of 
Rod and Line . . . Prevents Line Build-up on 
Side of Spool and Fouling of Line. 


BRING THAT BIG ONE IN WITH LINE 
WOUND LEVEL READY FOR THE 
NEXT BIG CAST 


Made of Highly Finished Stainless Steel with 
Lifetime Adjustable Bearing 


U. S. Pat. No. 2514929 


$"7 -85 DELIVERED 2eh 


TAX PAID = ues 


Anglers Manufacturing & Supply Co. 


(NOT INCORPORATED) 
P. O. BOX 2350—SARASOTA, FLA. 


IT’S CITRUS COUNTY 
FOR BIG BASS 
FISHING INFORMATION 


- ® WIZARD MOTORS 
@ FISHING TACKLE 
@ HARDWARE 
@ CAMPING SUPPLIES 


COME TO 


WESTERN AUTO 
ASSOCIATE STORE 


INVERNESS, FLORIDA 











NIGHTWALKERS 

For a long time there has been a ques- 
tion in my mind. I go to my daughter's 
every year and do a lot of fishing, and in 
my opinion there is no state that gives a 
fisherman more thrills than Florida. But, 
how is it that we get plenty of nightwalk- 
ers for fish of all kinds up north and the 
bass do not take them in Florida? 

FLORIDA WILDLIFE is a sports maga- 
zine that I really enjoy. It should be in 
everybody’s mailbox each month. 

I am 70 years old and have done nothing 
else but fish and hunt all my life. I know 
the tracks of all our wild animals and can 
also pick five different herbs. Do you have 
such things as peach bugs and crawfish 
down there? To me it does not matter. 
There is no state like Florida. I could spend 
the rest of my days in your lovely state. 
For my fishing, give me Lake Apopka, Lake 
Wales and Lake Griffin. My daughter lives 
in Leesburg, so you see I have plenty of 
big lakes around me when I go down to 
visit her. 

CLARENCE KIMBERLEY, 
Paterson, N. J. 


FAR OFF ALASKA 
. . « My home is in Deland and I enjoy 
reading your articles concerning hyacinth 
extermination. When I’m home I spend all 


my time on the lakes and rivers and there ~ 


are a few I would like to fish if it weren’t 
for the hyacinths. 
JOHN D. RICHARDSON, 
Ladd Air Force Base, 
Fairbanks, Alaska 


PROMOTIONAL ADVERTISING 
I'm renewing my subscription to your 
fine magazine although I’m 15 years behind 
in my fishing. But, I can dream can’t I? 
Expect to catch up one of these days. No 
fooling, FLORIDA WILDLIFE is the best 
dollar’s worth to read, and one of the finest 
pieces of promotional advertising the State 
of Florida ever had. Congratulations! 
FRED CLARK, 
St. Petersburg 


NEEDS A MAP 

In the late issues of FLORIDA WILD- 
LIFE you have been plugging certain Flor- 
ida counties and very obligingly include a 
map of that particular county which is be- 
ing publicized. Each time I see the county 
mentioned, and want to know where it is 
located, I am forced to ransack the house 
for a map of Florida. I believe it would be 
very helpful if you would include a small 
map of Florida with each county story, or 
you could draw a map in the background 
and print over it. 

But, no matter how you do it, please in- 
clude a map of that particular county in 
relation to other counties in the state. 

J.-E, POWELL, 
Dixie Conservation Library, 
Birmingham, Alabama 


(Continued on Page 36) 








SPICOLA 
Hardware 


ay 


* 


Wholesale 


® Fishing Tackle 


® Sporting Goods 
® Building Material 
® Hardware 

® Paints 


* 


Spicola Hardware 
Company 
1907-1909 East Broadway 


Tampa 5, Florida 






We Invited You to Visit and 
Live in 
Clewiston—Moore Haven 
on Lake Okeechobee 
FINE FISHING 
* 


For Best in Groceries 
Dry Goods ® Hardware 
Fishing Tackle © Supplies 


See Us 
PARKINSON‘’S, INC. 


CLEWISTON—-MOORE HAVEN, FLA. 


BANK OF ZEPHYRHILLS 
ZEPHYRHILLS, FLORIDA 
MEMBER McNULTY GROUP OF 


BANKS 
Member Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation 





FLORIDA WILDLIFE 


psn an ee 


Sees 


POTY-WOCCIN( sac% 


Bt pe ae ee bok ae cach 1 a ure 


Bee TR Seem tn a gre eee: 
3 SE her ra nae EN RD RD ace | 
: Oryhg ROT tO ete 


Mr se Stns f eth § = 





* SHEPARD'S 
ASHES) 34 


The Zimmerman crew studying road map. Left to right: Ollie, Midge, Randy. 


“Someday we are going to build a boat 
and take a trip!” 

How many thousands of time have we 
heard that expression? That “someday” has 
arrived for those thousands who have waited 
so long. The “Poor-man’s Cruiser” is here 
—today and to stay!! Thanks to the en- 
gineers who have developed the faithful 
outboard to the point where it encompasses 
nearly all of the mechanics of the inboard 
job. No longer need you cuss and fume for 
hours, wearing blisters on your fingers the 
size of hens’ eggs trying to start a blankety 
blank putt-putt. Today’s outboard will “usu- 
ally” start on the first or second pull. No 
longer are you thrown out of the boat when 
the motor kicks off with a roar and the 
boat surges ahead. You can start in neutral 
and then shift into high, and no more crash 
landings are necessary or paddling fran- 
tically trying to get your boat backed into 
a slip, shift her into reverse and there you 
are! 

All of this is wonderful for the small craft 
operator, but for the family with a light- 
weight cruiser it’s out of this world. The 
gear shift has taken the impractical out of 
outboard cruising. A twenty-five horsepower 
motor on a 16-foot outboard cruiser will 
shove it along at speeds up to 20 miles per 
hour if she isn’t too heavily loaded. 

There are many advantages to the in- 
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board and the outboard cruiser, but since 
this yarn is about the latter, let’s list them 
and well talk about the bigger boat in 
another issue. 

One likeable advantage to the outboard 
rig is the initial cost. A top outfit, with all 
the comforts of home, can be put together 
for less than 2,000 dollars, and a less ex- 
pensive job for considerably less. The mod- 
ern boat-trailer can be hauled safely over 
the highways at top speed without too 
much drag on an ordinary automobile. 
Equipped with brakes you can stop on a 
dime! 

The cruising grounds of the world are at 
your doorstep with a trailering boat; over- 
land to your point of embarkation and off 
you go for an outing you will never forget. 
Although ’tis better to stick to the marked 
channels, the lure of a hidden cove can 
safely be explored with due caution on the 
part of the skipper. Most outboard jobs draw 
but a few inches of water; like the Poly-Wog, 
she could run a heavy dew — and some times 
she had to! 

A “dream boat” drove into our place the 
other day that was a honey! The Zimmerman 
crew, from Gilbertsville, Kentucky, Ollie, 
Midge and Randy got fed up with the cold 
weather so Poly-Wogged to Florida for a 
bit of boating. Two days overland and they 


(Continued on Page 37) 
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“YOUR ALBUM” 


This charming Photo Album will make 
you shout with joy! Bound in expert 
enlargements from your best snapshots. 
Title of your choice is gold-printed on 
leather-back. No heavy tome, but a 
Photo Diary (8 by 10’’) of handy book- 
size. Ideally suited to hold the picture 
crop of a glorious vacation trip. A grand 
personal gift of lasting value too! 


With your order enclose two good neg- 
atives, state your choice of leather bind- 
ing (red, green or brown), and write 
legibly text of your title. Allow one week 
for binding YOUR ALBUM and for mail- 
ing. Price $4.50 includes Florida sales 
tax. Check or money order. No C.O.D. 
please. 


ALBUM ARTS 


Box 784 
SOUTH MIAMI 43, FLORIDA 


MOODY BROTHERS 


925 Cleveland Ave. Phone 2-1186 
FT. MYERS, FLORIDA 


GREEN’S FUEL GAS SERVICE 
“TRAILER BOTTLES FILLED” 


SEE OUR DISPLAY 
Stoves, Water Heaters, Refrigerators 
and Heating Equipment 


HAINES CREEK 
Cottages and Fishing 


Resort 
* 
At Lisbon Bridge 


7 Miles from Leesburg on Highway 44 
* 


HOMER HOOKS, Owner 
PHONE 6021 BLUE 


P. O. BOX 616 
LEESBURG, FLORIDA 
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Some of the bench rest muzzleloading rifles weigh as much as 85 pounds; give exceptional accuracy. George Washington’s writings men- 
tion .70 caliber rifles ordered by him as being capable of hitting an 8x10 inch sheet of note paper three shots out of five at eight rods, 
or 440 yards. 


Daniel Gooue s Gays 


By EDMUND McLAURIN 


N THE first Sunday of each month, traffic along 
the Tampa short-cut, one mile north of Dune- 
din, slows down noticeably. 

Center of attraction is the range activity of the Rebel 
Muzzle Loaders’ Rifle Club, Florida’s most unique 
shooting fraternity. 

As their caption implies, the members shoot not the 
modern rifles, but the old-time muzzle loading weap- 
ons—the flintlock and the Scheutzen-type cap lock 
suns of pioneer days, in original or resurrected form. 

If the old guns and range procedure together do not 
captivate your interest, the attire of the shooters likely 
will, for they dress like America’s pioneer riflemen, 
fringed leather jackets, coonskin caps, suspended 
powder horns, Bowie knives and all! From young 
Wayne Harrell, 17, to 79 year old William Happe, the 
members of the Rebel Muzzle Loaders Rifle Club, 
once each month, live like riflemen in the days of 
Daniel Boone—minus the dangers of lurking Indians 
and buffalo stampedes—and in obivious enjoyment 
compete in matches to determine marksmanship su- 
periority of individual and weapon. 

The Dunedin matches are fired at 50 and 100 yards, 
from both the offhand and bench rest positions. Stand- 
ard National Rifle Association targets are used, the 
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00 yard target having an inside scoring ring of .89 of 
an inch in diameter, and the 100 yard target a 2 inch 
center. “Possibles” occur when all shots fired strike 
within the target scoring centers. By the rules under 
which the Rebel Muzzle Loaders conduct their match- 
es, at least one-half of each registered hit must lie 
across a scoring line to count full value. 

In the days of Daniel Boone, however, range pro- 
cedure was carried out in varying ways suited to local 
conditions and the whims of the contestants. 

A favorite target was a 2 inch white paper diamond 
placed horizontally against a charred-board back- 
ground, sixty measured yards from muzzle. All shoot- 
ing was offhand. Contestants endeavored to place their 
shots inside the diamond so that the bullet holes would 
touch a cross formed by intersecting drawn lines; 
“driving the cross”, it was called. 

Tricky and more spectacular targets were the live 
turkeys placed in crates behind protective log barriers, 
with only the bobbing heads of the birds protruding 
as aiming marks. 

Examination of some of the types of muzzleloading 
rifles used on the range at Dunedin, and a review of 
their histories, brings to light some interesting facts. 

The so-called Kentucky rifles used by the pioneers, 


FLORIDA WILDLIFE 


Muzzleloading rifle shooting has an appeal for both sexes. Here, 
a feminine shooter tries for a good group (cluster of five shots 


on a single target) over the 100-yard range, from bench rest. 


and now by their descendants, 
weren’t made in Kentucky at all. 
First models were developed by 
Pennsylvania gunsmiths in 1730 and 
earned their name and fame during 
the next 100 years in the hands of 
westward-moving frontiersmen, who 
for food and protection, required 
rifles of accuracy and killing power. 
These men frequently had to cover 
long distances afoot in hostile coun- 
try while carrying rifles and all nec- 
essary powder and lead. Initial gun 
weight, therefore, was an important 
consideration. The rugged Ken- 
tuckies, with long, fairly light bar- 
rels (as compared with the cumber- 
some military weapons of which the 
Jaegers were a characteristic exam- 
ple) gave the frontiersmen weapons 
admirably suited to their needs. The 
Kentucky-type rifles weighed from 
9 to 14 pounds on the average, com- 
pared to 17 to 85 pounds for the 


First major step in loading the 
old muzzleloading rifles is the 
pouring of the black powder 
charge into a measuring thim- 
ble, from which it is poured 
down the rifle barrel. 
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A saliva-moistened, or greased, 
cloth is used as a patch for the 
lead bullet. 


military and bench rest models of 
the day. 

Rifling was very deep, in marked 
contrast to that found in modern 
rifles, and calibers were large—us- 
ually .42 or larger. Early attempts 
to force a pure lead, patchless ball 
down such a bore resulted in de- 
formed loads and inaccuracy... Ac- 
curacy was achieved when some 
enterprising soul hit upon the idea 
of using an undersized ball, with 
its base enclosed in and_ seated 
against a greased or saliva-moisten- 
ed patch. 

The Kentucky rifles, with their 
improved patchball loads, averaged 
3 inch groups at 100 yards and some 
shot far better than that. A few 
would have put many modern rifles 
to shame. 

George Washington’s own com- 
mentary, in a letter penned to a 
friend, mentions .70 caliber muzzle- 








After placing cloth over muzzle, 
bullet is started into the bore. 





Shooting the muzzleloading rifles is a lot of fun, and spectacular. 
Plenty of noise and smoke feature each shot fired. 


loading rifles ordered by him as be- 
ing accurate enough to hit a sheet 
of 8 x 10 note paper three shots out 
of five at 80 rods, or 440 yards, when 
fired from a bench rest on a wind- 
less day. That’s good shooting in 
any age! 

The Kentuckies had relatively 
low velocity, due both to the black 
powder used and the round lead 
balls that served as bullets. A round 
ball meets heavy air resistance in 
flight and velocity falls off rapidly. 
On the other hand, a round ball has 
considerable shocking power when 
it finally hits, because its weight is 
evenly distributed around the center 
of the projectile. 

Beyond doubt, the average ve- 
locity of the Kentuckies was ’way 
below that of our modern rifles. 
Tests by the author of seven avail- 


able muzzle loaders gave an average 
(Turn Page) 


2 





The excess patch material pro- 
truding from the rifle’s muzzle 
is trimmed off with a circular 
sweep of a sharp knife. 
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velocity of 1,921 feet per second at 
the muzzle. At 50 yards, the average 
velocity had fallen off to 1,384 feet 
per second; to 1,026 at 100 yards, 
and just moving along at 684 feet 
per second at 200 yards. But the 
heavy balls, averaging 52 to a pound 
in .45 caliber, had all the killing 
power needed for the practical hunt- 
ing ranges over which shots were 
taken. 


Instead of the butt-plate traps found 
in many of our modern rifles, most 
of the early flintlock rifles had patch 
boxes in the rifle stocks on the right 
hand side near the butt-plate to con- 
veniently carry greased patches, a 
spare flint or two (the English-made 
flints were good for around 50 shots) 
and a flash-hole cleaner. Covers for 
such recessed areas were generally 
brass or silver, highly oramented. 
The early rifle makers were not 
lacking in artistic appreciation and 
skill and turned out weapons of 
beauty as well as practicability. 

When the superior percussion cap 
firing principle proved practical, 
many muzzleloading flintlocks were 
converted to cap locks by their own- 
ers. Most of the muzzleloaders seen 
at Dunedin are cap locks. 

Low pressure black powder was 
used exclusively, smokeless grade 
being then unknown. Because of its 
superior qualities, French-manufac- 
tured powder was preferred and im- 
portations for use by American 
frontiersmen paved the way for the 
duPont industry on this side of the 
Atlantic. 

Many pioneer riflemen measured 


out their powder by holding the 
lead ball in the palm of the hand 





A split-hickory ramrod is used 
to push the patched lead ball 
home against the powder 
charge, several light, uniform 
strokes completing the opera- 
tion. 








After inspection of the flash 
hole, a cap is carefully placed 
over the nipple of the percus- 
sion lock. Most muzzleloading 
rifles seen on the Dunedin range 
are cap locks. 


and just covering it with black 
powder. Naturally, the powder 
charge and velocity varied slightly 
from shot to shot. 

Ellis Christian Lenz, an active, 
modern, muzzleloading rifle shooter 
in his own right, gave a pretty good 
word picture of how these early 
muzzle-loaders were prepared for 
firing when he said “After prelimi- 
nary inspection of the flash-hole, 
flint and frizzen, and measuring out 
of a powder charge, the Kentucky 
rifleman would snap open the rifle 
stock’s patch-box, carefully rub the 
patch—usually linen or finely tex- 
tured deerskin—on a lump of tallow 
concealed therein, and would place 
the patch, greased side down, on the 
muzzle. On the patch he’d place a 
carefully molded, pure lead ball, 
using his knife haft to press the ball 
and patch into the bore. This left 
excess patch material protruding 
from the muzzle to be trimmed off 
with a sweep of the blade. (If patch- 
es were of uniform size and used 
untrimmed, it was necessary to 
center them very carefully, an un- 
even distribution of patch material 
in the bore would result in inaccu- 
rate ball flight.) A split-hickory 
ramrod was then drawn from its 
thimbles beneath the rifle barrel 
and used to push the patched ball 
home against the powder charge, 
several light, uniform blows of the 
ramrod completing the operation.” 

Modern shooters of the Ken- 
tuckies are more precise. Most de- 
velop an accurate powder charge 
and maintain uniformity by making 
powder chargers, or measures, of 
proper size and suspending them 
from the powder horn for conveni- 
ence. : 


Today’s shooters weigh their rifle 
balls, too, discarding any that may 
vary from accepted standards and 
be potentially inaccurate. Patches 
used to seat and seal the loads are 
measured for thickness to assure 


uniform seating of bullets from shot 
to shot. 

Firing is slow. An average of one 
shot is fired every five minutes, ac- 
companied by considerable noise and 
powder smoke. Stop-watch timing of 
the muzzle loading operation, how- 
ever, has shown that in emergencies 
the muzzleloaders could be made 
ready to fire in twenty seconds. 


History supports the fact that the 
pioneer riflemen got excellent re- 
sults from their weapons—and with 
good reason. Whereas today most 
of us own more than one rifle, the 
old-timers were invariably “one 
rifle’ men. Each owner knew, from 
daily, intimate association, exactly 
how his rifle should be charged, aim- 
ed and fired for best results. Also, 
unlike today, emphasis was on prac- 
tical “killing” accuracy, not rapid 
firepower. The accuracy line didn’t 
have to be drawn too fine, either; if 
a weapon would drill an Indian just 
below his bonnet at 60 to 100 yards 
and put wild game on the table con- 
sistently, it was plenty good enough 
for the early settlers—a principle 
that could well be applied with both 
economy and equal results in modern 
hunting. 

While the Kentucky-type rifles 
were necessarily of large caliber for 
serious use, it is interesting to note 
that our pioneer riflemen also had 
sporting rifles comparable in velocity 
and light report to our present day 
.22 caliber rifles. These forebears 
were .32 caliber (or smaller) muz- 
zleloaders, firing a patched lead ball 
of approximately 50 grains behind 
twenty of black powder, and accu- 
rate to about 100 yards, with their 
greatest use at distances under sixty 
yards for the taking of small game. 
Because of the reduced size of the 
lead balls fired, they were called 
“pea shooters”. Owners usually con- 
verted them to larger calibers when 
the original rifling showed wear. 
These “pea shooters” were never 
widely accepted and comparatively 
few were made. 

Though unique in the Florida 
scene, the Rebel riflemen are not 


(Continued on Page 39) 





Rifle is now ready to fire. The 
lighter models can be fired off- 
hand; the heavier ones, express- 
ly designed for rest shooting, 
are fired from a bench rest, or 
supporting V-cradle of shooting 
sticks. 
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FRay Jaw 


BY PHIL FRANCIS 


Laz 


When Fish Feed Selectively 


There is no situation in fishing quite so 
exasperating as that of finding plenty of 
actively feeding fish and not being able to 
get them to strike. This is practically an 
everyday occurrence on the trout streams of 
the North, and when such conditions exist 
only the thoughtful and resourceful angler 
manages to smell up his creel. 

While the fresh water fish of Florida are 
much less prone to feed selectively than 
northern trout, there are times when bass, 
bream or crappie develop a yen for some 
particular kind of minnow or insect and 
stubbornly resist the temptation to mix 
brands. Among many of Florida’s salt water 
fish —the tarpon, snook, sait water trout, 
channel bass, and snapper, for instance — 
selective feeding is very common. As a mat- 
ter of fact, the tarpon is probably the most 
selective feeder of all North American game 
fish. 

It is not difficult to understand why fish 
feed selectively. Just consider your own 
appetite. You may enjoy a bedtime snack 
of ice cream, but the chances are you won't 
care to eat dill pickles with it, even if 
you're crazy about dill dickles. It is highly 
probable that fish, too, are particular about 
what they eat with certain of their favored 
natural foods. Or consider what most young- 
sters would do if turned loose in a room 
full of candy. It isn’t likely that they’d leave 
the candy for a platter of everyday chow. 
This is what happens when an abundance 
of extra succulent minnows, insects, or 
crustacea becomes available to the fish. 
They simply make hay while the sun shines, 
reserving all available stomach space for 
the tasty feast which they know may not 
last long. 

The foods upon which fish dine selectively 
are nearly always in the nature of small, 
dainty morsels. Tiny, guppy-like minnows; 
delicate fresh water shrimp, crunchy little 
mangrove crabs; and even minute insects 
like mosquito larvae are the types of food 
usually responsible for sending fish off on 
selective feeding sprees. It stands to reason, 
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then, that small lures are generally more 
effective than large ones when the fish are 
in a selective mood. 

Although it is a fairly simple matter to 
use a spinning or fly rod lure which matches 
a little minnow, shrimp, or insect in size, 
it is next to impossible to match these 
natural foods in appearance. Fish are ex- 
ceptionally adept at distinguishing minor 
details of form . . . much more adept, in 
fact, than are many of the higher animals. 
If you let them get a good look at your 
lure, you cannot fool them, but there are 
a few simple means of duping them without 
giving them a good look at your lure. 

Probably the most consistently effective 
method of deceiving selective fish is the spot 
casting method. Let’s assume that the se- 
lective feeders are bass, and that they’re 
feeding on guppies about an inch and a 
half long. They lie in wait for the guppies 
to venture out from the shoreline cover, 
then light into them and send the tiny fish 
skittering about in panic. The bass strike at 
the guppies relentlessly until the guppies 
again regain safety in cover. We tie on a 
fly or spinning lure which matches the 
guppies in size and color, and we too, lie 
in wait. As soon as the bass break into the 
baitfish we start flipping casts right into the 
swirls. We work the lure very fast, making 
it skitter just as the frantic guppies skitter. 
In their haste to get a mouthful of guppies 
while the getting is good, some of the se- 
lective bass will grab our lure by mistake. 
This method is not mere theory; it has 
worked for me dozens of times. 


Sometimes selective fish feed in a some- 
what less helter-skelter manner than the bass 
mentioned above, striking more or less regu- 
larly and methodically. The skittered lure 
doesn’t work so well here because the fish 
are not in so much of a hurry. This situation 
calls for a small, high-floating surface bug. 
The under-surface of the water acts as a 
mirror, and this plus the ripple caused by 
the action of the bug itself serves to dis- 
guise the bug from the fish. The fish can see 


it, yet they cannot tell what it is. Repeated 
casting over the same water seems to con- 
vince at least some of the selective feeders 
that the bug is another morsel of the same 
food they've been taking. This method is 
especially deadly on selective snook, for 
after one snook has hit the bug, the others 
glibly follow suit. 


Sometimes, when all logical methods for 
coaxing strikes out of selective fish fail, 
some success can be achieved by choosing 
the most outlandish lure in your tackle box 
and casting it repeatedly to the same spot. 
Recently a school of noisily feeding Caloosa- 
hatchee River snook in the two to three 
pound class almost drove me crazy as I 
tried every fly and spinning lure I had 
without even a follow. As a last resort — 
and with no hope of a strike —I snapped 
a big, garishly painted Zaragossa on the 
spinning outfit and worked it through the 
fish. They swarmed all over it. I landed 
one, opened him up to examine his stomach, 
and found it crammed full of fresh water 
shrimp less than an inch long. All of which 
goes to show that you never can tell about 
selective fish! — END 
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Custom Built, hand wrapped with 
the care worthy of a finicky fisherman, 
there’s a Hurricane rod for every type 
of Florida fishing. Boat Rod illustrated , 
No. 702, custom built super glass y 
rod, all hardware brass chrome 
plated. Florida type butt, 

plastic foregrip. $16.50 


& Other boat rods in 
¥ various weights and 
lengths. Light & 
medium rods for 
bridge and bay 
fishing. Popping and 
snook rods. Surf rods, 
big game rods 9-12-14 
and 24 oz. Complete 
line of spinning rods for 
salt and fresh water in 
standard and de luxe 
models. Hurricane rods 
are made in Florida for 
Florida fishing. Look for 
the Hurricane label. 


At your favorite tackle 
dealer or write direct for 
dealer nearest you 


SOUTHERN TACKLES DISTRIBUTOR, INC. 
192 N.W. 62nd Street, Miami, Fla. 
Selling Agents for 
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HILLSBOROUGH 


HIS MONTH we are combining the description of 
two of Florida’s outstanding and progressive 
counties—Hillsborough and Pasco. The reason 

for the combination is that they are as closely related 
as bread and butter or ham and eggs. 

Hillsborough County; one of Florida’s major metro- 
politan areas, is situated on the Florida West Coast 
near the center of the state’s length. Pasco County, 
located about half-way down the Florida peninsula on 
the Gulf coast of the state, is bordered on the south by 
Hillsborough and actually is but a hop, skip and a jump 
from Tampa, Hillsborough’s county seat. Dade City, 
Pasco’s county seat, is but 38 miles from Tampa, the 
cigar city. 

Pasco County incorporated cities include New Port 
Richey, Port Richey, San Antonio, St. Leo, Zephyrhills, 
Land O’ .Lakes, and of course, Dade City. The Pasco 
Packing Company, located at Dade City, is acknowl- 
edged to be the world’s largest citrus processing plant. 
It specializes in both canning and frozen concentrate 
and its products are a by-word in practically every 
grocery store in the United States. 

Some of the state’s very finest bass, bream, and 
speckled perch fishing annually attracts untold thou- 
sands of avid fresh water anglers to the famous With- 
lacoochee River, located at the eastern end of Pasco 
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County. Then too, the eastern half of the county is 
literally dotted with prolific lakes that are formed by 
the periodic overflow of the Withlacoochee. 

An air trip over Pasco is convincing proof that it is 
covered with small fresh water lakes that range in 
size from a few acres up to 5,000 and practically all 
of them are the “answer to a fisherman’s prayer.” 

The center section of the county boasts of scores of 
“prairie lakes” that support a great deal of fishing be- 
cause of their numbers. In the western portion of the 
county, excellent “mixed” fishing is to be found in 
practically all streams running into the Gulf of Mexi- 
co—a wide offering of salt and fresh water varieties. 

For the sportsman who hankers for a tussle with the 
fighting salt water varieties, the Gulf of Mexico, bor- 
dering the western end of the county, is rated as “tops.” 
Port Richey and New Port Richey are headquarters 
for untold thousands of visiting anglers annually. 


The county is well supplied with modern motels, 
restaurants and drive-ins—all of them catering to the 
thousands of tourists who make annual visits. 

Reckoned in years, Pasco County actually isn’t very: 
old. Formed in 1887, it was named for Samuel Pasco, 
former Speaker of the Florida House of Representa- 
tives, and United States Senator. According to legend, 
the Calusa Indians made their last stand near New 


FLORIDA WILDLIFE 









Indian 
Bey { — = ew © ee eee ce ew ee gg ed 


»° Aripeka + ° 
aganoo “ 










berton 








Pasco County is literally covered with small fresh water lakes, ranging in size from a few acres 
up to 5,000 and practically all of them are the “answer to a fisherman’s prayer.” 


Tampa now j 
ularly délives: me Port for 30 


by Bill Snyder 


PASCO 


Couuties 


Port Richey on the Pithlochascotee 
River. An Indian mound, believed 
used by the Calusas, worshippers of 
the Sun God Toya, to offer human 
sacrifices, still remains near the 
mouth of the river. 


Dade City, the county seat, was 
named for Major Dade, whose en- 
tire command, with the exception 
of one man, was wiped out by 
Indians, near the present site of 
the city, on Dec. 18, 1835. Tradition 
has it that Major Dade and his 
soldiers were moving from Fort 
Brook (Tampa) to Fort King 
(Ocala) when they were suddenly 
intercepted at a point about three 
or four miles southwest of the pres- 
ent city of Brooksville. 

(Continued on Page 28) 
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Picking the winner in the turkey calling contest presented a 
serious decision for the judges. Here, one of them, Wildlife 
Officer J. P. Johnson, bends an attentive ear. 


Naha Tiger, Seminole Indian, doesn’t smell a skunk—he’s call- 
ing a ‘gator. He tied for first place in the contest with Cecil 
Clements, of Moore Haven. 
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By STAN WAYMAN 
(Miami Herald) 


Each year the City of Moore Haven, in Glades County, stages 
a colorful, rootin’, tootin’ celebration called Chalo Nitka 
which, in Seminole Indian language, means Bass Day. The 
annual day-long celebration is fast becoming one of the most 
fascinating and interesting events conducted anywhere in 
Florida. 

The most recent celebration, held February 2nd, attracted 
hundreds of out-of-state winter visitors as well as scores and 
scores of Floridians who had heard of the growing fame of 
Chalo Nitka Day. 

Hundreds of Seminole Indian men, women and children, 
attired in their ceremonial costumes, attracted nearly as much 
attention as the carefully planned day-long program. At noon 
the stoical Indians visited the numerous concession stands or 


restaurants and quietly ate “tailor made” sandwiches to the 


fascination of many a mink-coated northerner. 

The celebration was thrown into high gear with a colorful 
street parade and ended late at night with a fish fry for the 
day’s guests. The program, sandwiched in during the day, 
included such outstanding events as wild turkey, ‘gator, quail 
and duck calling contests; outboard motor races; crowning of 
the king and queen; and casting contests. 

R. P. Wilson, Kennett, Mo., was crowned 1952 King of Bass. 
He caught the largest bass taken from Lake Okeechobee during 
80 days prior to the celebration. Petite Jo Ann Couse, of 
Moore Haven, was crowned festival queen. Winners of other 
contests were: 

WILD TURKEY CALL — Joseph F. Whidden, 77, of Bonita 
Springs. He used a corncob, pierced with a cypress stick, and 
a piece of slate to gain his title. 

"GATOR CALLING — Naha Tiger, Seminole Indian, and 
Cecil Clements, of Moore Haven, tied for first place. 

DUCK CALLING — Lee McGhee, winter tourist living in 
the Moore Haven community. 

QUAIL CALLING — Tom Gaskins, Jr., 10, of Palmdale. 

BOAT RACING — Four events. W. Hanson, Fort Myers; R. 
Ward, Moore Haven; R. Wallace, Moore Haven, and Vernon 
Bryant, Moore Haven. 
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Tourists were intrigued with the hand-made souvenirs that were 
offered for sale by this seasoned Seminole Indian woman. 
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This attentive parade spectator is two-year-old Donnie Lundy, 


son of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Lundy, Moore Haven. 


Winter visiting anglers made this float for the parade—other 
cars with boats contain tourists at Moore Haven who are in 
Florida to enjoy Lake Okeechobee bass fishing. 


Replete with a load of Seminoles, this swamp buggy, piloted by 
veteran Everglades guide George Espenlaub, attracted consider- 
able attention in the parade. 


Two turkey calling winners compare notes. George Espenlaub, 
Clewiston, took second place, and Joseph H. Whidden, of Bonita 
Springs, was named champion of the U. S. 
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The St. Lucie Jetties 





By CHARLES SCHILLING 


“IT hate to see—the evenin’ sun go down,” wails the 
singer of the “St. Louie Blues.” But his lament is 
no more mournful than that expressed by the St. 
Lucie blues fishermen, forced to retire as approach- 
ing darkness puts an end to a day of exciting sport. 

For when the blues are running, a strange madness 
invades the minds of men—men who at other times 
look and act no different than normal people. 

A whisper, heard faint as the rustle of wings—a 
murmur like the sound of the distant surf. A faint 
cry—then swelling to a full throated chorus The 
BLUES are in! 

The blues—schools of fighting, slashing, feeding fish, 
cutting their way through acres of frantic, leaping bait, 
driving their prey into the air and onto the beaches, 
killing first for food and then just for the love of it 
—savage and relentless, a wave of destruction in the 
sea but a joy to the fisherman — the BLUES! 

The St. Lucie Inlet, located just a few miles from 
Stuart, Florida, is the fortunate spot where the Indian 
and the St. Lucie Rivers meet, intermingle and go to 
sea. Because of circumstances peculiar to no other 
region, this area has always enjoyed large concentra- 
tions of game fish. The open waters off St. Lucie Inlet 
are famous as the place where sailfish hunt in schools 
and give Stuart the richly deserved title, “Sailfish 
Capital of the World.” This region has conststently 
produced the finest spotted trout fishing in the state 
and most of the record fish come from this vicinity. 
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The rivers produce runs of snook and tarpon that 
stagger the imagination, but it is bluefishing that really 
tops the piscatorial bill of fare. 

Surf casters on Jensen Beach, bridge fishermen on 
the river spans, trollers and casters, bait fishermen 
and hand liners take a heavy toll from the blues who 
are in these waters the year around. From September 
through the holiday season, the blues come and go 
on a schedule loosely allied with the northern winds, 
but with the birth of the new year, the fish seem to 
settle down to serious business. It is in this season 
that they put on their most spectacular show. 

Early one morning a few years ago, I anchored my 
boat in the St. Lucie Inlet about 75 feet offshore from 
the end of Hutchinson Island and, casting a BeBop 
in the tide race between me and shore, began picking 
up blues. Conditions were ideal. The tide was still 
young, the blues were averaging better than two 
pounds and I apparently had the water to myself. 

I was just beginning to settle down to real fishing 
when a movement down the beach caught my eye 
and I recognized an old fishing buddy who had de- 
serted his boat in favor of casting from shore. Work- 
ing his way along, he was soon opposite me and we 
began taking fish in rapid style. In his haste to keep 
up with the fishing, Les was throwing his fish up on 
the beach rather than take the time to put each one 
in a burlap sack he had for the purpose. Before long, 
five or six blues were pounding the sand. 
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Busy as I was, I glanced at Les 
occasionally, and in so doing noticed 
a large raccoon dash from the jungle 
at Les’ back—grab a bluefish and 
carry it back into the brush. I was 
delighted. Anticipating some low 
comedy, I said nothing while this 
same ’coon returned time and again, 
carrying off Les’ fish as fast as he 
could make the trips. His whole at- 
titude was one of fearful determina- 
tion, and he watched Les’ unsuspect- 
ing back carefully as he made his 
raids. Of course, his greed at last 
made him too bold and, venturing 
too far, he was discovered. 


I'll not soon forget the scene that 
followed. Les hung his rod in a tree 
and followed the ’coon tracks to the 
edge of the jungle, where his pilfer- 
ed fish were lying in a pile. As he was 
putting these in the sack, the ’coon 
slipped around and down to the wa- 
ter’s edge and grabbed one of the 
blues he had been unable to reach 
while Les was fishing. Walking stiff 
legged and glaring defiantly, he 
made for the brush, no longer try- 
ing to conceal his movements. We 
watched until he disappeared. Our 
hats off to a fellow bluefisherman. 


Bait fishermen have a field day 
at the inlet, with cut bunker (men- 
haden) the favorite bait. Most of 
the old-timers dribble a steady of- 
fering of chopped bait over the side 
to chum up the fish. This method is 
usually successful. The hand liner 
stands in the stern of his boat, bal- 
anced to the heave of the tide, hold- 
ing a line in each hand, alert to the 
faintest touch on his bait —a strike 
— hand over hand, faster and faster, 
the fish skids over the water until, 
with a deft flip of the wrist, the 
fisherman hangs his catch in the 
fish jack where the blue kicks once 


Smiling with the Blues 


A Leaping Blue 


or twice before dropping into the 
fish box. 

Rebaiting the hook and casting 
the line is accomplished in what 
seems to be one easy movement— 
the line going out smoothly from 
where it was coiled on the deck 
during the retrieve. So easy—you 
think. Watch the amateur in the 
next boat do the same job. 

He misses the first three strikes 
(lighting a pipe—sunburn lotion— 
washing hands). The fourth blue 
hooks himself. Holding the blue 
with one hand, he tries to remove 
the hook with a pair of pliers (can’t 
‘open pliers—too much rust). He 
gets careless and the bluefish bites 
him on the thumb. In the commotion 
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that they took only vance game and fish for food must not be taken during the breeding season 
purposes, and to a large extent killed only the male if it is to survive and increase. Marco Polo 
animals. wrote: | 

The thoughtless hunter who kills a doe deer, or ‘There is an order which prohibits ev- 
the female of any game animal, not only deprives him- ery person throughout all the countries 
self of the opportunity to hunt for the offspring of that subject to the Great Khan from daring 
animal in a later hunting season, but deprives his to kill hares, roebucks, fallow deer, stags, 
fellow-sportsmen of the same right, and robs posterity or other animals of that kind, or any large 
of is birthright. Certainly, no thinking hunter or true birds, between the months of March and 
sportsman would care to be written in later history October. This is that they may increase 
as one who deprived his future generations of the op- and multiply; and as the breach of this 
portunity to take game and fish. order is attended by punishment, game of 

I have been given credit for conceiving the quail- NSEY description increases prodigiously.’ 
feeding program. This plan was discovered quite by The Great Khan spent about three months 
accident: we were using the corn screenings from our each year in his hunting camp, where he used 
mills in Tampa and Williston for fertilizer on the Dixie both hounds and falcons for his sport. The use 
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This easily constructed feeder 
is no experiment. It likely will 
become the “’Cafeteria”’ for as 
many as six coveys of quail. 
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By ROSS ALLEN and WILFRED T. NEILL 


HE SOUTHERN pine snake (shown in the photo- 
graph above) is found from lower South Caro- 
lina through most of Florida, and westward into 

Alabama. It is one of the largest snakes of the United 
States, and one of the most important economically. 

The southern pine snake is an egg-laying species. 
Its eggs are surprisingly large, sometimes being more 
than 4 inches long and 2 inches in diameter. About 4 
to 10 eggs generally comprise a clutch. As might be 
expected, the newly hatched young are also quite 
large, averaging around 19 or 20 inches in length. 

The babies are marked with dark brown spots on 
a whitish ground color. As the snakes grow older, the 
spots fade, especially on the forward portion of the 
body, and the ground color becomes darker. Thus the 
adults are usually tan or light grayish-brown, with 
reddish-brown spots which are evident only toward 
the tail. 

The average pine snake is about 5 feet long, although 
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specimens over 6 feet are not rare. The largest one 
ever received by the Reptile Institute was caught in 
Lake County, Florida; it measured 7 feet 4 inches 
in total length. 


In Florida Wildlife for January, 1951, we told how 
the hog-nosed snake bluffs its enemies by hissing at 
them. The pine snake goes the hog-nosed snake one 
better, for it has a special device for hissing: a thin, 
upright filament in the mouth, near the opening of 
the ‘““windpipe”. When disturbed, the pine snake forci- 
bly expels its breath across this filament, thereby pro- 
ducing a loud hissing or buzzing sound. At the same 
time, the snake vibrates its tail rapidly, rears up, and 
opens its mouth. If cornered, it will strike; but, being 
completely non-poisonous, it can inflict over a few in- 
significant scratches. 

The southern pine snake frequents dry, sandy places. 
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FIND IT HERE—IN THE COUNTY YOU SELECT FOR YOUR SPORTING PLEASURE 


DADE COUNTY 


Everything for the fisherman at 
ROSENE’S BAIT AND TACKLE STORE 
6757 S.W. 8th St., Miami. Phone 87-9611. 





FRANKLIN COUNTY 





BAY CITY LODGE, Hunting and Fishing. Boats, 

motors, cabins, guides, bait and tackle. Dining- 
room service. Contact Jimmy Waddell, Box 172, 
Apalachicola, Fla., Phone 320 W. 


GADSDEN COUNTY 


HAMN’S FISH CAMP on Lake Talquin. Cabins, 
boats and motors, information about fish and 
fishing. Gilbert Hamn, Rte. 3, Quincy, Fla. 


GULF COUNTY 


GEORGE H. HARPER GROCERY, near Lake 

Wimico, famous for game & fish. Bait, boats & 
guides who produce, fresh or salt water. Write 
Wewahitchka, Fla., Ph. Port St. Joe: Canal 9103 J. 


GULF HARDWARE & SUPPLY CO. Complete 

Fishing and Hunting Supplies. Mercury Out- 
board Motors Sales & Service. Fishing Informa- 
tion. Phone 2, Port St. Joe, Fla. 


LEON COUNTY 


MILLER’S BOAT LANDING, LAKE JACKSON. 
Good Boats and Fishing “Know How.’’ Clyde 
Miller, Mgr., Route 1, Tallahassee. 


MOON’S LANDING, LAKE JACKSON. Light dry 
boats, Bait, Motors and Tackle. 74% miles North 
of Tallahassee. Phone 2-7872. 


WAKULLA COUNTY 


SHELL ISLAND FISH CAMP. Salt or fresh water; 

fast light boats, motors, bait, guides and cabins. 
Modern but reasonable. Bo Lynn, St. Marks, Fla. 
Phone 354. 





It is most common in stands of tur- 
key-oak and longleaf pine, in over- 
grown fields, and sometimes in 
“serub” or live-oak hammock. Oc- 
casionally it feeds on ground-dwell- 
ing birds or their eggs, but in the 
main it eats rats, mice, and especial- 
ly pocket-gophers. As a matter of 
fact, in many areas the pine snakes 
eat nothing but pocket-gophers, and 
spend most of their lives down the 
burrows of these rodents. 


Pocket-gophers, it may be men- 
tioned, are the animals that throw 
up little mounds of dirt in areas of 
dry, sandy soil. In Florida they are 
often called “salamanders” or “sandy 
mounders”. Sometimes they are call- 
ed names that are less printable, for 
they are very unpopular with farm- 
ers and gardeners. They should not 
be confused with the gopher tor- 
toise, a big land turtle discussed in 
Florida Wildlife for December, 1951. 
Pocket-gophers are economic pests 
in many areas, and the pine snakes 
perform a valuable service in help- 
ing to keep them down. 

The diamondback rattlesnake in- 
habits the same sort of country 
where pine snakes abound; and the 
two species feed largely on the same 
kinds of creatures. True, the dia- 
mondback eats more rabbits, and 
the pine snake eats more pocket- 
gophers; but to a considerable de- 
gree these two snakes are in com- 
petition for food. A given area pro- 
duces just so many rats, mice, 
pocket-gophers, etc.; and therefore 
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this area will support just so many 
rodent-eating snakes. Whenever a 
farmer or sportsman kills a harm- 
less pine snake, he “makes room” 
for one more rattler. 

The harmless and economically 
valuable pine snakes, king snakes, 
blacksnakes, coachwhips, and 
“chicken snakes” all hunt by day, 
and often show themselves in the 
open; while the diamondback usual- 
ly prowls in the early morning, late 
evening, or night, and remains con- 
cealed during the greater part of the 
day. Thus people kill off the harm- 
less rodent-eating snakes, and often 
overlook the rattlers. At the Reptile 
Institute we are frequently asked 
why rattlesnakes may be unusually 
common about settled areas, and 
why they seem to be increasing in 
abundance in some sections. The 
answer is simple. The diamondback 
has very few natural enemies that 
prey on it, but its numbers are kept 
down by stiff competition with the 
harmless snakes (and the rodent- 
eating birds and mammals, as well). 
When rural residents slaughter the 
harmless creatures, they tip the 
“balance of Nature” in favor of the 
rattlesnakes. —END 
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The story of the early hunters of Florida is recovered by excavation in large shell heaps. This one is being removed for road material, and 
archaeologists are at work salvaging information before it is lost. 


By JOHN W. GRIFFIN 


Man has been hunting in Florida for at least forty 
centuries. This we know as a fact, and we suspect that 
he may have been at it much longer than that—per- 
haps as long as ten thousand years. The story of these 
early hunters is unraveled by the archaeologist from 
scraps of evidence carefully gathered from the ancient 
villages and camping spots of the Indians. It is a story 
which becomes clearer every year, as we learn more 
about who these people were, when they lived, and 
how they lived. 

We are beginning to suspect that the first Indians 
drifted down into the peninsula we now call Florida 
soon after the end of the Ice Age, about ten thousand 
years ago. This suspicion rests on the finding, here in 
Florida, of a number of chipped stone weapon points 
similar to ancient ones from elsewhere in the United 
States. These are called Folsom-like points, because of 
their resemblance to points originally described from 
near Folsom, New Mexico. 


Before 1926 there had been much talk about early 
man in America, but no proof which could be accepted 
without question had been forthcoming. Then, several 
chipped stone points, of a characteristic outline and 
with long grooves or flutes flaked from either side, 
were found in definite association with the bones of 
an extinct kind of bison. No longer could one doubt 
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that Man had been in America in remote times. Since 
that time other discoveries have been made, particu- 
larly in the West, and the search for such definite evi- 
dence still goes on in Florida. That the search will 
someday be rewarded seems a practical certainty, but 
so far the Folsom-like points from Florida have come 
from the surface of the ground, from stream beds, and 
from other locations that make it impossible to date 
them by geological means. 

If, as we think, these Florida weapon points are as 
old as those from the Southwest, animals no longer on 
the Florida scene may have been their victims. The 
mammoth, the mastodon, and the extinct horse and 
camel may have been part of the bag of the first Flor- 
ida hunters. 

About two thousand years before the birth of Christ 
we leave the enchanting realm of possibilities and 
probabilities and move onto more certain ground. Vast 
piles of shell, particularly along the St. Johns River, 
mark the villages of an Archaic people. Mixed in with 
the shells are their fireplaces, the bones of the animals 
they ate, and lost or discarded tools and weapons. By 
carefully excavating these shell heaps the archaeologist 
determines which kind of tools and weapons were early 
and late, for, naturally, the earlier material is at the 
bottom, and the more recent is at the top, of such a pile. 
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When we first know of these early 
people they had not learned the art 
of pottery making or the cultivation 
of plants. By about 1500 B.C. the 
first crude pottery was being made 
in the state, but agriculture was in- 
troduced much later. Aside from the 
presence or absence of pottery, and 
some minor variations in tools and 
weapons, the entire two thousand 
year range up to the time of Christ 
is basically similar. The picture we 
get is one of groups of hunters, fish- 
ers, and gatherers scattered over 
Florida, but concentrated along the 
larger rivers and portions of the 
coast where shellfish were abundant. 

The large Ice Age animals no 
longer inhabited Florida, but the 
Indian continued his hunting activi- 
ties on animals similar to those we 
find today. Judging from the bones 
found in the shell heaps, the deer 
was the commonest animal hunted. 
Almost as frequent in some sites are 
the bones of the domestic dog. The 
numbers of these bones, and their 
condition, suggests that dogs were 
frequently eaten, and perhaps even 
kept or raised for the purpose. The 
later Indian sites in Florida do not 
contain anything like this number of 
dog bones, and we may surmise that 
the practice was discarded. The 
bones of smaller animals—raccoon, 
opossum, bob-cat, marsh rabbit, cot- 
ton-tail rabbit, and cotton rat—are 
found less frequently. Also found 
rarely in sites along the St. Johns 
River are the teeth and bones of the 
beaver. Today the beaver is found in 
Florida only along a portion of the 
Apalachicola River. 

Bird bones are not too common in 
these early shell heaps, perhaps be- 
cause they do not preserve too well. 
Those that have been found are 
mostly shore and wading birds. The 
most interesting of the bird bones 
are those of the extinct Great Auk. 
Leg bones from two _ individuals 
were found years ago in a site near 
Ormond, Florida. How these flight- 
less birds happened to be so far 
south is a matter for speculation, for 
ordinarily bones of the Great Auk 
are not found south of Cape Cod. 

Fishing was an important pursuit 
of these early Indians, and the bones 
of many varieties are found. Along 
the coast vertebrae of sharks and 
porpoises are not uncommon, caus- 
ing us to wonder how they were 
caught. Alligators, turtles, and 
snakes were also hunted and eaten. 
In fact, every possible source of ani- 
mal food seems to have been utiliz- 
ed, and even cannibalism has been 
suggested, though not proved. 

A large part of the Indian’s food 
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The earliest Florida hunters used chipped stone weapon points like these, called Folsom-like 
points. Illustrated specimens are in the Florida State Museum, Gainesville. 
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Portion of an early Indian pot, of the type made by the Archaic Florida Indians before the 
birth of Christ. From collections of the Florida Park Service. 


was composed of the shell-fish whose 
remains make up the bulk of the 
shell heaps. Along the St. Johns 
River the shell heaps are mainly 
composed of two kinds of fresh wa- 
ter snails, still living in the area. 
Along the coast, the shell heaps are 
made of marine shells. Interestingly 
enough, oysters are rare in the early 
coastal sites, although the later ones 
are predominantly of oyster shell. 
Geological evidence suggests that at 


this remote time the tidewater la- 
goons were not developed as they 
are today, and that conditions were 
not favorable for the brackish-water- 
loving oyster. 

Although life was crude for the 
Indians of Archaic times, the rich 
resources of land and water, coupled 
wtih an agreeable climate, made it 
less harsh. We know that they lived 
on the shell heaps, and the remains 

(Continued on Page 34) 
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ound in the Brown Lake Sanctuary. 


By WALLACE FINLAY 


PORTSMEN in the Apalachicola River Valley come 
in for considerable censure from more temperate 
sportsmen in other parts of Florida and neigh- 

ing states. It is violating no trust to admit that the 
highly individualistic hunters and fishermen of this 
area have in their ranks men who feel about as much 
respect for Florida, and the U. S.’s game laws as Robin 
Hood felt for the “Posted” signs in Sherwood Forest. 

A lot of these innately honest, but definitely mis- 
guided, wreckers of the game laws, eat venison in and 
out of season, feel a turkey should be shot young, so 
that he can be fried, and argue that baskets are the 
sane way to catch fish. They are, as the Indians were, 
Conservationists, but only in the sense that they take 
no-more than they can eat, and do what they can to 
erase natural predators on the species they themselves 
wish to prey upon. 

While these men continue to exist, the atavism they 
practice is becoming scarcer, as any who knows this 
area will quickly tell you. The pine barrens, and rich 
hammocks, of Liberty and Calhoun are seeing less and 
less of law breaking among hunters and fishermen. 
One reason for this is increasing knowledge, as educa- 
tion becomes the rule, rather than the exception. A 


22 


second cause, and the subject of this article, furnishes 
an object lesson in the results of good conservation 
practices, is the work of Iamonia Lake Hunting and 
Fishing Club. 

Iamonia Lake Hunting & Fishing Club was organiz- 
ed in 1937. It came into being as a result of deep con- 
cern on the part of a small number of Calhoun County 
sportsmen who were appalled at the rapid disappear- 
ance of good hunting and fishing in an area where 
both had always been plentiful. 

Perry Lee McClellan, a member of a pioneer Cal- 
houn County family, and one of several brothers who 
inherited the McClellan Plantation, an area of several 
thousand acres bordering the holdings of Neal Lumber 
& Manufacturing Company, along the Apalachicola 
River, was one of the number who noticed the wild 
turkey numbers, and fish catches, growing smaller 
each year. He suggested that an area be set aside for 
a breeding ground, and that an organization be found- 
ed to promote sportsmanship, as well as to provide 
members, and outside neighbors, with hunting. 

Result was the setting aside of an isolated area, all 
part of the holdings of Neal Lumber & Manufactur- 
ing Company, including Brown, Porter, and Iamonia 


FLORIDA WILDLIFE 





C—O Ee ee 





Lakes, and 22,000 acres of swamp, 
hammock, and pine lands, for a breed- 
ing ground, closed to all hunting 
and fishing, supported and managed 
by State Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission. This breeding 
ground is now known as Brown 
Lake Sanctuary. 


Formed _ shortly thereafter, in 
1937, was Iamonia Lake Hunting & 
Fishing Club. It is a private club, 
on ground bordering Brown Lake 
Sanctuary. Its members make their 
own rules, elect their own officers, 
and pledge themselves to abide by 
State and Federal Game Laws. The 
only proviso made by Neal Lumber 
& Manufacturing Company, also 
donors of this land, is that the chair- 
man of the club’s Board of Directors 
be an official of their company. 


D. B. Hayes, President of Neal, 
and present Chairman of Iamonia 
Lake Hunting & Fishing Club’s 
Board of Directors says that at the 
present time the club has a presi- 
dent, two vice-presidents, a secre- 
tary and treasurer, and an eleven 
member Board of Directors, along 
with 110 members. 


Members come from Atlanta, 
Birmingham, Jacksonville, Tampa 
and almost every other large city 
in the Southeast. Membership is a 
prized possession, greatly sought 
after. At the present time applica- 
tions are being turned down. They 
will continue to be turned down 
until such time as the club falls be- 
low 100 members. Directors feel that 
a larger number than this would 
be unwieldy. 

Chairman D. B. Hayes, long a 
civic leader in Blountstown, has 
carried the qualities which have 
made Neal Lumber & Manufactur- 
ing Company outstanding in pro- 
gressive timber raising and cutting, 
(Neal pioneered the idea of “per- 
petual forest” in West Florida) into 


his role as head of Iamonia Lake 
Hunting & Fishing Club. 


Members of the club are charged 
an initiation fee of $50, annual dues 
of $37.50. This money has been 
used to build a club house, located 
on Iamonia Lake, stock the woods 
of the area with turkeys and deer, 
and to pay a caretaker to see that 
the rules of the club are carried out, 
and prevent poaching. 


The clubhouse is a bit more than 
adequate. It has running water, hot 


and cold, electric lights, and an elec- _ 


tric stove. It has tables, chairs, and 
bunks. Almost every Thursday and 
Saturday nights the facilities of the 
house are used by Calhoun County 
sportsmen who “put on the pot” for 
themselves and friends. In the sum- 
mer their menu generally includes 
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There are plenty of fishing thrills in the waters of lamonia Lake. 


fish from the water there, and in the 
winter, squirrels, as well. 

The last stocking on the grounds 
for hunting was in 1949, when mem- 
bers released 15 turkey hens and a 
gobbler. Members now feel that no 
further restocking will be neces- 
sary. Brown Lake, on which no 
hunting is allowed, and the sane 
practices of members on the Iamonia 
Lake land, have combined to in- 


crease the game immensely. 
The late Chris McClellan, brother 


of Perry Lee, and one of West Flor- 
ida’s authorities on the wild turkey 
during his lifetime, gave an opinion 
last year, shortly before his death, 
which shows what Brown Lake 
Sanctuary has meant. 

“T doubt,” said McClellan, “if 
there would be any turkeys in Cal- 
houn County if it were not for 
Brown Lake Sanctuary.” 

One of his listeners objected and 
spoke up, “I killed a turkey on 

(Continued on Page 32) 


Brown Lake Sanctuary, looking across from the Liberty County shore. 




















By A. E. BJORKLUND 


Roscoe whispered, “Boy, oh boy! I bet there 
is a jillion of ’em.” 

“Shhh!” I admonished. It was all I could say for the 
sight that lay before our eyes was awe inspiring enough 
to leave even me speechless. Ducks of all varieties. Not 
just some, not hundreds, but solid acres of them and 
us without a gun. Truly a sight that no one would be- 
lieve, that is, no one of this 1952 generation of young- 
sters, for this happened in 1918, before salt water had 
invaded beautiful Choctawhatchee Bay and killed out 
all the fresh water grass which is the main food of 
wild ducks. 

We young hellions, Roscoe and I, had hiked in the 
woods this wintery afternoon 
partly to give our parents a 
rest, and partly out of sheer 
love of the woods. Our aimless 
course had brought us near the 
head of Mallet Bayou, which 
in those days was wild coun- 
try. No roads, no houses, no 
human sound, just a wildlife 
paradise. A small flight of mal- | 
lards had passed over us and 
pitched down on the water out 
of our sight behind the tall saw 
grass. We had inched through 
the grass for a look-see. As we 
quietly withdrew, Roscoe says, 
“Bub’’—that’s what everybody 
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T* SAW grass rustled lightly to my right and 





called me—‘“Bub, this calls for some real thinking and 
some real figuring. We just gotta kill some of those 
ducks.” 

“But how?” I asked. ‘We haven’t got a gun.” 

“Maybe we don’t need a gun,” he allowed. “Maybe 
we could slip overboard tonight and just ease out 
among them and start wringing necks.” 

Now if there is anything I am allergic to it is swim- 
ming in cold water at night, so I had to think fast. 
“Say, Cuz, you remember that water isn’t but about 
three feet deep and that soft mud is about a hundred. 
We would make too much noise,” I objected. 

“Yep,” he agreed. “I'll tell you what we'll do. Re- 
member that old 10-gauge double barrel gun Tommy 
Garrett wants five dollars 
for—?”’ 

“Uh-huh,” I butted in, “but 
we only got two dollars and a 
half, and it will take the half 
dollar to get a box of shells.” 

Roscoe was silent for a while, 
and I could tell by the con- 
tortions of his brow that he 
was doing some high voltage 
thinking. “Bub, I got ’er figur- 
ed out. Let’s high tail it to 
Tommy’s house.” 

I agreed to this for he usual- 
ly did all the heavy thinking 
for both of us. Approaching at 
the Garrett home, Roscoe let 
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out a war whoop and shouted, “Hi, 
Rat!”, that being Tommy’s_ nick- 
name. 

“Round here at the wood pile,” 
shouted Rat. It seemed like he was 
always at the wood pile. 

“Now, Tommy, about that old 
rusty beat up gun,” said Roscoe 
seating himself on a block of wood, 
“that you was trying to sell for a 
dollar and a half.” 

“Ain’t so, it ain’t no beat up gun,” 
Tommy declared fiercely, “it’s a gen- 
uine rifle barreled ten gauge and 
Grandpa killed a bear with it and 
Ma said I could have it cause I 
found it in the corn crib. It’s worth 
five dollars of any man’s money!” 

This didn’t stop Roscoe for long, 
but I could see he was on the wrong 
tack, and he could too. So he turned 
to me and said, “Chop a few cuts for 
Old Rat, while he gets the gun. I 
want to see it.” 


Rat lit out for the corn crib and 
he was gone long enough to have 
built a gun, but I think that was be- 
cause I was chopping his wood. Ros- 
coe sat watching me and _ talking 
about the wonderful muscles I had 
and what rhythm I put into the 
swing of the ax. Roscoe was a great 
hand at soft talking some one else 
into any work that had to be done. 

Rat returned with the gun, and 
it was a beauty to see, a bit rust 
pitted, but shucks, a real gun. We 
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oh’ed and ah’ed over it just like it 
was the first time we had ever seen 
it even though we hadn’t missed a 
day looking at it since Tommy found 
iE: 

“Rat, I know a man I can sell it 
to for ten dollars, if you will let me 
take it and show—.” 

“Oh, no,’ said Tommy cutting 
Roscoe’s confab short. “You tried to 
fast talk me with that line last week. 
Remember?” 

“Well, anyway, we would rather 
buy it ourselves than sell it to the 
man,” said Roscoe taking still anoth- 
er tack with his talk. “And we 
haven’t got anything but Uncle 
Sam’s folding green to pay for it 
with. Hey, Bub,” he said turning to 
me, “where is the old snuff can?” 

“Right here, Podner!” I exclaim- 
ed as I proudly produced our joint 
snuff can bank. I had put in two 
dollars and he had put in fifty cents. 

Roscoe hauled out the two dollars 
and slowly started unwadding it. A 
look of horror came over his face. 
“Holy cow!” he ejaculated. “Bub, 
you dug up the wrong can. There’s 
only two dollars and a half in this 
one, and we have to go clear back 
to Ram’s branch to dig up the other 
one. Anyhow, we can get the rest 
tomorrow.” 


ILLUSTRATED BY CAROLYN HENRY 
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But I could see that Tommy 
wasn’t falling for this by the way 
his hands tightened around the gun. 
He grunted, “Nope. No tomorrows 
in this deal. Think of something 
else.” 

I could see by the light in Ros- 
coe’s eyes that the volcano he had 
for a brain was erupting again. “Tell 
you what I'll do Tommy. I'll give 
you the two dollars and let you use 
my bicycle for a week.” 

Now Rat loved a bicycle and I 
could see he was weakening, but he 
held firm. ‘Not enough,” said he. 
“What else?” 

“And Bub will help you chop 
wood all day Saturday.” 

That did it, for Tommy hated that 
wood pile with a passion. “It’s your 
gun,” he agreed. “Bicycle time starts 
right now, but I’d rather have Bub’s. 
It’s newer. 

“You can’t do that,” put in Ros- 
coe, “for, you see, I’ll have to bor- 
row his.” 

I felt a little like something was 
on me and being gently rubbed in, 
but I couldn’t question my pal. 

She was our gun and she was a 
beauty. Had hammers on her kinder 
like the hind legs of a dog what was 
laying on his back, and a ten gauge. 

Well, we high tailed it back to the 
village and bought a box of No. 4 
shotgun shells with our remaining 

(Turn Page) 
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50 cents and carried it into the 
woods to try it out. It shot a mighty 
poor pattern and the fore arm piece 
fell off every time we fired it, but 
we fixed that with tire tape. Kick! 
Holy cow, how that cannon could 
kick. I allowed if it didn’t kill any- 
thing in front of it, it sure would 
kill anything behind it. 

We sat down to plan our strategy. 
“Now,” Roscoe explained, “the rea- 
son it don’t hit anything with many 
shot is because there just ain’t many 
No. 4 shots in a shell. So we will 
just open some shells and pour the 
shot out of two shells into one.” 

“Yeah,” says I, “but itll take 
more powder to carry that load.” 

“Why sure,” he agreed. “We will 
just put in the extra powder too.” 
Roscoe was silent for a moment then 
he exploded with, “Oh, Boy! I got 
‘er all figured out now. We won’t 
need but two shells. We can borrow a 
boat from Uncle Sody and carry it 
around to Mallet Bayou before dark 
and hide it in the grass. Come dark 
I'll push the boat out in the middle 
of the water and you can slip quiet- 
ly around to the head of the bayou 
and scare them up. They are sure 
to fly over me and I’ll raise up and 
let ’em have it. Bub, we’ll have more 
ducks and geese than our families 
can eat the rest of the winter.” 

I think what decided Roscoe to do 
the shooting was not the thought of 
the glory of killing so many ducks 
as the thought of traveling through 
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that mile of underbrush in the dark! 
This time the arrangements suited 
me fine, for my shoulder was still 
black and blue from shooting a single 
load in “Old Smoke House.” We 
named our gun “Smoke House’’, be- 
cause we figured she would furnish 
more meat than a smoke house. I 
was afraid of that double load, but 
Roscoe hadn’t thought of that and 
I didn’t mention it for I was still 
peeved about that day’s wood chop- 
ping he had let me in for. Anyway, 
someone had to shoot it if we were 
going to get any ducks and we were 
determined to have them. 

Next day when we got near Uncle 
Sody’s I told Roscoe he would have 
to make all arrangements with him 
for he was a Canadian Swede and 
my brother-in-law. He was a middle 
aged man with an unpredictable 
temper and had already had what 
he described as some “sad experi- 
ences” with me. Then too, I knew 
from hard experience with his wood- 
pile and chop axe that he had a 
way of getting paid by any of us 
boys that happened to put one over 
on him. So Roscoe, with the justi- 
fiable pride of a born leader, accept- 
ed this task as his just due. 


“Hi there Uncle Sody,” Roscoe 
hailed. 

“Ho, boys,” Sody roared. You 
could hear him up wind for a mile 
when he talked. “What’s on you 
boys’ minds?” 

Roscoe explained our mission. 





“T got one old boat here, Roscoe. 
She is kinda rotten, but you can 
have her,” said Uncle Sody. “Anoth- 
er thing, Roscoe,” he continued, “you 
know how I am about boys messing 
up my stuff if they don’t have the 
money to pay for it.” 

“Sure, sure,’ agreed Roscoe. 
“Nothing will happen to the boat, 
but if by chance it should, Bub, will 
gladly work—.” 

“Him?” Uncle Sody roared as he 
pointed at me. “Oh, no, Roscoe. I 
make no deals wid him. It’s you and 
me or nothing.” 

From where I stood I could see 
the cords and cords of wood I’d cut 
for Uncle Sody to pay for deals that 
had gone sour with him, and I was 
secretly glad he had lost confidence 
in me. 

“Nothing will happen,” chirped 
Roscoe confidently, ‘but I’ll be sole- 
ly responsible.” And with this we 
shoved off, for it was a good three 
miles from where we were going. 
When we came to the place where 
we planned to hide the boat, we 
could see the ducks about a mile 
ahead just like they were the day 
before. 


“lve changed my plan,” Roscoe 
stated. “You go a way out in the 
woods and get there before dark 
and when the moon gets just right 
for me to see ’em as they pass over, 
you rake up a pile of dry straw and 
set it a-fire for my signal and then 
let out our private panther scream.” 


i sane ° 
\Stesom 


, , | nt \ 
| 


\( 


li 


SSS 
QI 


it 


FLORIDA WILDLIFE 





“Okey,” I agreed. 

I knew it would flush the ducks, 
for both of us were especially good 
at this scream, having practiced it 
plenty of times while going around 
the woods behind the turpentine 
quarters and scaring the stuffin’ out 
of our black friends at night. 


My straw was ready and when I 
thought the moon was right I set it 
afire and cut loose with the unearth- 
ly yell. There was a roar of wings 
and it was like a black cloud blot- 
ting out the moon. For an instant 
all was silence. Then all hell broke 
loose. Up to that time I had never 
heard an explosion like that one. 
Then I began to hear shot falling in 
the water like rain. 


With visions of old Roscoe pick- 
ing up a boatload of dead ducks, I 
hurried back to where I had left 
him. I looked and looked and final- 
ly located the boat, but couldn’t see 
Roscoe, and the boat appeared to be 
about full of water. Wading out the 
best I could in that sticky mud, it 
was with fear and misgivings that 
I looked into the boat. But my fright 
was nothing to the shock of seeing 
poor Roscoe’s head lying in the boat 
all awash but his nose and eyes. 
Scared stiff, I caught my pal’s hair 
in my hands, wondering at the same 
time how was I to go alone with my 
friend’s grisly head in my arms 
through seven dark miles of woods 
and what was I to tell his parents? 
But as I began to pull, his mouth 
cleared the water and he spouted 
like a porpoise. 

“Get me out of here before I 
freeze,” he yelled. 


If I hadn’t been bogged up be- 
lieve me I’d have left that place 
when that head spoke to me. Any- 
way I started. 





SOUT H-BOUND TRAINS | 





“I take it you plan to do some fishing in 
Florida.” 
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“Come back here, Bub, and help 
me clear my arms,” he shouted. 


Getting ahold of myself, I went 
back and found he was all there, 
and in one piece. As I worked to 
clear his arms, Roscoe with chatter- 
ing teeth said, “You know some how 
I fired both barrels of ‘Old Smoke 
House’ at the same time and she 
would have broke my back I reckon 
if she hadn’t kicked me clear 
through that rotten boat bottom and 
down in the mud so deep that my 
mouth was under water. My arms 
were jammed in the hole in the 
bottom of the boat and it was the 
first time in my life I couldn’t say 
a word.” 

When I finally got him on the hill 
I saw an object in his hand. I looked 
closer and it turned out to be the 
remains of ‘Old Smoke House’, the 
stock, two hammers and the shred 
of one barrel about a foot long. 


“You saved her didn’t you?” I 
asked. 


“Did I?” said he in a dazed voice 
for the first time realizing that he 
had something in his hand. Turning 
he heaved with all his might and 
the remains of good ‘Old Smoke 
House’ were buried at sea with a 
splash. 


We had walked about a mile in 
teeth-chattering silence. 


“Bub,” Roscoe asked remorseful- 
ly, “how much wood did you have 
to chop for Uncle Sody the time you 
lost a boat for him?” 


“Twenty cords,” I replied. “It took 
me two weeks!” 


Another mile in silence, then he 
spoke again. 

“Woe is me, and nary a duck,” 
was what he said. —END 


Deer Trapping Started 
At Eglin Reservation 


A deer biologist and a deer trapper sta- 
tioned at the Eglin Field Air Force Reserva- 
tion are in the process of making wooden 
deer traps in preparation for trapping which 
will begin at the end of the hunting season. 

Last year, 33 deer were trapped and re- 
stocked in the Blackwater and Wetappo 
Wildlife management areas. This year the 
trappers hope to get an estimated 100 to 
150 deer for restocking in the above areas. 
The two men are Royce Willingham and 
Ed Tyson. Tyson said that the Commission 
was trying to get two other areas in the 
Northwest Florida Division for restocking, 
one in Escambia County, along the Escambia 
River, and the other in the Tyndall Field 
Air Force Reservation. 
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Radio Station Planned 


For Northwest Division 

Floyd D. Nixon, director of the Northwest 
Florida Division, has reported that all pre- 
liminary arrangements have been made for 
setting up two additional radio land base 
stations which will be installed in Panama 
City and Crestview. , 

December 7, the City Commission of 
Panama City granted permission to the 
Game Commission to mount a land station 
antenna atop a 125-foot water tank in St. 
Andrews. The radio in this area will be set 
up in the Division office at 202 East Fourth 
Street. 

Three days later, the City Council of 
Crestview made an agreement with the 
Game Commission that the Commission 
would furnish the city with a radio land 
base station and two mobile units for the 
express purpose of carrying on a coordinated 
radio operating service. 

In return the City of Crestview will fur- 
nish the antenna, the electrical power, the 
telephone remote control lines, the housing 
and space for the radio, the radio operator, 
and will honor calls from vehicles and sta- 
tions of the Commission. This station will 
be in operation 24 hours a day. 

Nixon said he anticipated that operation 
of the two new stations would start about 
mid-February.At that time the entire North- 
west Florida Division will be covered by the 
three land stations — Tallahassee, Panama 
City and Crestview, and all mobile units 
will be in constant touch with one of the 
stations. 


————— ES 


Fish Management Active 
In Northwest Florida 


Two major items on the activity calendar 
of the Fish Management department of the 
Northwest Florida Division are farm fish 
ponds and rough fish control, according to 
Felix G. Banks, fishery biologist. 

Banks and the other members of his sec- 
tion — John W. Woods, fish technician; Sam 
Britt, Wewahitchka Hatchery superintend- 
ent; and Willie Carr, Blackwater Hatchery 
custodian — have renovated and _ restocked 
approximately 20 ponds in the northwest 
section. They have also inspected a large 
number of other ponds and lakes in which 
preliminary rough fish control work will be 
done during the winter. Restocking with 
bream and bass will take place later. 








“What kind of sandwich do you want, 
egg and bilgewater or peanut butter and 
bilgewater?”’ 
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JOHNSON’S 
FISHING CAMP 
On Lake Okeechobee 


PHONE 45 
TOPS FOR BASS FISHING 


Modern Housekeeping Cottages 


Restaurant Specializing in Seafoods 
and STEAKS 


EARLY BREAKFAST FOR 
DUCK HUNTERS 


BOATS ® MOTORS ® GUIDES 


JOHNSON’S FISHING CAMP 
CLEWISTON, FLORIDA 





PONTIAC 
MOTOR COURT 
® 


Cottages— 


Cafe and 


Friendly Service 
e 
WILLISTON, FLORIDA 
U. S. 41 & 500—Top of Hill 








“We Cater to Special Parties’’ 


LOUIS PAPPAS 
Famous 


RIVERSIDE CAFE 
AND COCKTAIL LOUNGE 


Seafoods, Greek Cooking and Salads 
Our Specialty 


SHELL FISH IN SEASON 
AT SPONGE EXCHANGE 


* 
TARPON SPRINGS, FLORIDA 


PHONE 6263 


QUALITY 








DAMS and 
OUSER 


ardware & Supplies 
Sarasota, Fla. 













SERVICE 
155 Sixth Street 
FREE PARKING LOT 
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Pasco County is rated as one of 
Florida’s biggest citrus producing 
counties. Oranges from here are 
noted for their high quality. 


HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY 


Hillsborough County has much of 
interest to offer whether it be to 
itinerant fishermen, casual visitors 
or native Floridians. Its fresh and 
salt water fishing is acclaimed both 
far and near. 

The northern portion of the coun- 
ty offers fishermen their choice of 
scores of lakes, all of them noted 
for their excellent bass and bream 
fishing. In this section, Thonotosassa 
Lake has established an enviable 
record for its splendid speckled 
perch and bass fishing—it’s no won- 
der that it is regarded as a top spot 
by hundreds of ambitious anglers. 

Hillsborough County residents are 
justifiably proud of their excellent 
fishing conditions—what’s more they 
propose to keep it that way! A few 
years ago when water hyacinths 
threatened the continued success of 
fishing, particularly in the Hillsboro 
River, the county commissioners 
promptly did something about it. A 
special bill in the State Legislature 
permitted the county commission to 
add $1 to the fee of each state fish- 
ing license sold in the county. This 
added revenue was ear-marked for 
the fight against hyacinths. Today, 
a trip on the Hillsboro River is proof 
conclusive that the commission made 
a wise move. The river, once nearly 
choked to death with the infamous 
plants, has been cleared to a degree 
that it again holds its place in the 
sun as one of the leading bass, bream, 
and catfish attractions in the state. 

Incidentally, Tampa boasts of be- 
ing the home of one of the biggest 
and most successful sportsmen’s 
clubs in Florida—the Hillsborough 
County Wildlife Association. The live- 
wire organization, boasting a mem- 
bership mighty near the 1,000 mark, 
has erected an amazing clubhouse 
along the winding Hillsboro River, 
in a location that is well away from 
the roar and gas fumes of Tampa 
traffic. And still, it is located so 
close to the city that it’s only a 
matter of minutes until it can be 
reached by automobile. The long, 
ambling clubhouse, with wide, 
screened porches on three sides, is 
wholly unincumbered by debt. Club 
members paid for it, piece by piece, 
with their own funds. Now it has 
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Dalton Special Bait 


P. DALTON 


Owner & Distributor 


The World’s Best Bass Bait 


2507 Bristol Avenue 
TAMPA 6, FLORIDA 





Let’s Go 


SAILFISHING 


WITH 


THE TOLEY FLEET 


Finest Sport of 


All Fishing 
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TOLEY’S 


Charter Boats, Inc. 


TELEPHONE 697 


SALERNO, FLORIDA 


BASS FISHING 
In Florida’s Largest Lake 
OKEECHOBEE 


CABINS 


* 
DUCK HUNTING 
e BOATS ® 
AND STORE 


MOTORS 


Lakeside Sport Camp 


MOOREHAVEN, FLORIDA 
8 Miles North of Moorehaven 


on Highway #78 





GRAPE HAMMOCK 
FISHING CAMP 


On Lake Kissimmee 


COTTAGES ® BOATS ® MOTORS 


GUIDES 


LIVE BAIT 
AT ALL TIMES 


TRAILER PARK 
IDEAL FISHING SPOT 
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GRAPE HAMMOCK 
FISHING CAMP 


Martha Jeanne & Eddie Chandley 


R.F.D. #1 


LAKE WALES, FLA. 
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When in Stuart, Florida 


Stop at 
RIVERVIEW COURT 
Excellent Rooms — Quiet 


1 BLOCK OFF U.S. #1 
ON ST. LUCIE RIVER 


RIVERVIEW COURT 


STUART, FLORIDA 
Mr. & Mrs. E. B. Ketcham, Owners 


Visit 
LEESBURG 


The Bass Capital 
of Florida 


— For — 
REAL SERVICE AND 


BETTER USED CARS 
SEE BUICK 


Leesburg Motor Co. 
Leesburg, Florida 


Bass Fishing . . 
THE BEST! 
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For 
REAL ESTATE 
See 


DUDLEY & DECKER 
REALTORS 
111 North 5th St. 
Leesburg, Florida 


LAKE FRONT — GROVES 
HOMES — RENTALS 








Florida Live Bait Co. 


P. O. BOX 634 
MOUNT DORA, FLORIDA 





(Wholesale Only) 


DAY OR NIGHT DELIVERY 
Route 441 Between Mount Dora 
and Tavares 


PHONE: TAVARES 106 RED 
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a skeet range of the most modern 
design; picnic tables and outdoor 
ovens dot the spacious grounds; and 
even the members’ youngsters 
weren’t forgotten in the plans. They 
have been provided with slides, 
swings, and other outdoor gadgets 
that hold their attention and keep 
them safe while mother and daddy 
try their hand at skish, skeet, or try 
their luck with one of the big ’uns 
out in the river. 

But, don’t get it into your head 
that the Hillsboro is the only river 
in the county offering excellent fish- 
ing. There still remain the Alafia 
and Little Manatee Rivers, and eith- 
er of them offers plenty in thrills for 
the fishermen. 

For avid salt water anglers, Tam- 
pa Bay, Old Tampa Bay, and Hills- 
boro Bay have “just what the doctor 
ordered.” Tampa itself is ringed on 
three sides by 26-mile long Tampa 
Bay and Hillsboro Bay. In addition, 
scores of bayous, inlets and swash 
channels and their challenge to make 
Tampa a saltwater fishing paradise. 

Each year from June 9th to Au- 
gust 12th the Greater Tampa Cham- 
ber of Commerce sponsors the 
Tampa Tarpon Tournament which 
attracts many hundreds of entries. 
Many of the tarpon entered in the 
annual contest are caught off Davis 
Island, the city docks, and Bayshore 
Boulevard, all within walking dis- 
tance of Tampa’s downtown district. 

Twice each year, in the spring 
and fall, Hillsborough countians and 
their visitors get a crack at huge 
schools of kingfish that appear regu- 
larly in the Tampa Bay entrance. 

Tampa constitutes an ideal loca- 
tion for the fisherman who doesn’t 
care to be bothered with his women 
folks while trying his luck for a 
battling bass or a vicious tarpon. He 
can send them on a sightseeing trip 
to nearby Ybor City, with its world- 
famous Spanish Clubs and Spanish 
restaurants, while he enjoys his fav- 
orite sport in solitude and quietude. 

Tampa is accustomed to boom- 
times, but since last December it 
has enjoyed a brand new type. The 
new boom could well be accom- 
panied by today’s popular song, “The 
Shrimp Boats Is a Comin’.” It all 
came about when the Singleton 
Shrimp Company chose Tampa as 
the site for its shrimp processing 
plant last December. As a _ result 
more than 30 shrimp boats now call 
Tampa home port and there’s every 
likelihood that the city is destined 
soon to become America’s shrimp 
Capital. 

The Singleton organization spec- 
ializes in a large type pink shrimp, 
a discovery of not too long ago. 

(Turn Page) 











LEESBURG WELCOMES YOU 
TO FLORIDA 


Ww 


M. J. ZACHARY CO. 
727 S. 14th Street 
Leesburg, Florida 


Ww 
O’BRIEN PAINTS 





VISIT LEESBURG! 
4] 
BASS CAPITAL OF FLORIDA 
@ 


LAKE LOAN 
COMPANY, INC. 
LEESBURG, FLORIDA 


WELCOME TO CLEWISTON 


and 
HENDRY COUNTY 


Ww 


FOR FINE HOMES 
INEXPENSIVE HOMES 
AND CABINS 


See 
BISHOP-WILSON 


LUMBER COMPANY 
CLEWISTON, FLORIDA 





SPORTSMEN ... COME TO 
LAKE OKEECHOBEE FOR 
FISHING 


* 


See 


GLADES 
DRUG STORE 
FOR YOUR DRUGS 
BELLE GLADE, FLORIDA 


Leesburg Welcomes Fishermen 
Make your headquarters 


LAKE VIEW HOTEL 
104 West Main Street 
COMMERCIAL AND TOURIST 
STEAM HEAT @® COFFEE SHOP 
DINING ROOM 
Special Weekly Rates 
* 


4 Blocks North Lake Harris 
4 Blocks South Lake Griffin 


Center of the Sunshine State 
LEESBURG, FLORIDA—PHONE 55 


F. C. McGILLIVRAY, Mar. 








For Fine 
BASS FISHING 


Come To 


LEESBURG 
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FOR FINE FOOD 
GOOD SERVICE 
Come To 


NICK’S CAFE 


LEESBURG, FLORIDA 











THE PELICAN HOTEL 
On the St. Lucie River 
STUART, FLORIDA 

AMERICAN PLAN 
WM. V. KING, Manager 


Sail Fishing ® River and Bay Trolling 
and Casting ® Duck and Quail Shooting 
in Season. 


WRITE FOR LARGE FREE MAP 
of the Famous St. Lucie-Indian River 
Fishing Grounds. 





your fishing pleasure... . 
COME SEE US SOMETIME 


GENE’S TACKLE 


510 Ballough Rd. Daytona Beach, Fla. 








BASS FISHING 
DUCK HUNTING 


LIVE BAIT 
All Leading Lines 
FISHING TACKLE FOR SALE 


CABINS @® BOATS ® MOTORS 
GUIDES 


Camp OKEE-SIMMEE 


Mouth of Kissimmee River on 
Lake Okeechobee 


OKEECHOBEE, FLORIDA 


These shrimp are known as “Pink 
Gold,” and it takes but 21 to 25 of 
them to make a pound. It was dis- 
closed that most of these shrimp 
are caught off the Mexican and Tex- 
as coasts and then are brought to 
Tampa for processing. Although the 
average haul for a boat is around 
10,000 pounds, one boat recently tied 
up in Tampa with a record haul of 
17,500 pounds in its hold. An aver- 
age trip per boat ranges between 
15 and 21 days. 

Hillsborough County was formed 
in 1834 and was named for Wills 
Hills, second Viscount Hillsborough, 
who received a large grant of Flor- 
ida land during the English occupa- 
tion. Tampa Bay was once a rendez- 
vous for pirate hordes, of whom Jose 
Gaspar is the most. celebrated. 
Modern settlement of this section 
began in 1823 by an American mili- 
tary force from Pensacola. —END 


Old Ducks Stamps 
Never Die---Yours 
Can Do Some Good 


Those 1951 duck stamps can still be put 
to use. 

Ducks Unlimited, the international con- 
servation organization, supported by sports- 
men, can use old duck stamps to good ad- 
vantage. The group collects the old stamps, 
selling them to an agency which re-sells 
them to stamp collectors. The money goes 
into the Ducks Unlimited treasury which 
works to restore lakes, marshes and other 
breeding places for wild ducks and geese. 

During the past 13 years the organization 
has invested more than $3,000,000 in the 
restoration of the waterfowl nesting and 
breeding grounds which were wiped out 
during the droughts of the thirties. 

Coilectively the many thousands of stamps 
return a fairly substantial revenue while the 
single stamp has only a moderate value. 
Hunters are urged to send their used duck 
stamps to Ducks Unlimited, Inc., 342 Madi- 
son Ave., New York 17, N. Y. It will pay off 
in the best kind of dividends — more ducks 
—in the years to come. 
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North Miami, Fla. 





“RANDALL MADE” KNIVES 
The Finest Available 








HUNTING ® FISHING @® CARVING 
MILITARY ® THROWING 
Handmade of Swedish tool steel—finest 
quality and workmanship obtainable. ‘| 
guarantee you can’t buy a finer knife.”’ 
Several models to choose from, all with 
Heiser sheaths. Prices $7.50 to $30.00. 
W. D. RANDALL, JR. 

Box 1988-W, Orlando, Florida 
Send 10c for folder of descriptions, prices 
and instructive knife manual. Fighting 

Knife booklet, 50c. 





A PLACE YOU’LL NEVER 
FORGET! 


Be Sure to Visit 


WAITE BIRD FARM 


* 


Importers of Rare Birds 
and Animals 


* 
BOYNTON BEACH, FLORIDA 
HOWARD G. WAITE 


PHILLIPS DINER 


on Highway #41 
INVERNESS, FLORIDA 


Open 24 Hours—7 Days a Week 


One of the finest eating places. In the 
heart of the good hunting and fishing 


section. 





VISIT SARASOTA! 
THE IDEAL PLACE 


VACATIONING 
or 
YEAR ROUND LIVING! 
* 


A CORDIAL WELCOME 
AWAITS YOU 


SARASOTA 
BANK and TRUST CO. 


“The Friendly Bank” 
COMPLETE BANKING SERVICE 
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that follows, the fish drops to the 
rear seat, flops twice, then back in 
the water. Our hero feeds two pieces 
of bait to the screaming gulls before 
he gets a piece on the hook. Swing- 
ing the sinker in wide circles over- 
head, winding up for the cast, he 
lets fly and has the whole line go 
out in a tangled ball, one loop catch- 
ing an oarlock, dropping it over the 
side. 


Sea gulls are part and parcel of 
bluefishing. One of the easiest ways 
to locate the fish is by watching for 
flocks of gulls who hover over a 
school of feeding fish, circling and 
diving to pick up the scraps that 
float to the surface, grim evidence 
of the slaughter going on beneath 
the waves. Bluefish have a habit of 
disgorging a full stomach load of 
food rather than quit killing and 
feeding. This, too, adds to the birds’ 
bill of fare. 


Occasionally, these bluefish feed- 
ing orgies attract other fish, who 
in turn are maddened by the kill- 
ing. Leaving the St. Lucie Inlet one 
beautiful summer morning in our 
small skiff, my wife and I headed 
north and east into a gently rolling 
sea. It was one of those picture book 
days when every prospect pleases. 
We were content to troll along, 
basking in the sun, not caring if the 
fish found our baits or not. 


Barely audible at first but grow- 
ing in volume, came the sound of 
birds screaming and water in violent 
motion. Soon we were able to see 
a part of the ocean’s surface, easily 
a mile in diameter, that was literally 
boiling with maddened, leaping, kill- 
ing fish. A blanket of blood flecked 
foam at least a foot thick covered 
this area. The noise of the fish tear- 
ing the surface of the sea to shreds, 
together with the cries of the birds, 
was deafening. 


Glass minnows were the basic in- 
gredient of this wild jamboree. 
Herded and restricted into a com- 
pact ball, the bait was being cut to 
ribbons by blues and blue runners 
who were, in turn, being taken by 
jacks and bonito mostly in the 15 
to 25: pound size. Sharks and por- 
poise rounded out the picture of fish 
I positively identified. I would as 
soon have driven my boat over a 
waterfall as into this mass of ber- 
serk fish. We were content to watch 
from a distance this truly awe in- 
spring spectacle. After a while, the 
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| bait seemed to escape the limits of 


the killing and soon after, the show 
was over. 


Jensen Beach, composed of many 


| miles of clean, unspoiled, deserted 
_ beaches, is perhaps the scene of the 
_ bluefisherman’s 
Surf fishing lends itself ideally to 


greatest triumph. 


bluefishing in the St. Lucie district. 
Jensen Beach has little or no pro- 
tection from the open sea as have 
the beaches to the south. Gilbert’s 
Bar, a coral reef that guards the in- 
let, angles in to the water’s edge 















at Jensen Beach and follows the 
line of breakers north. 

This reef provides the sloughs, 
holes, backwashes and drop offs so 
dear to the surf fisherman’s heart. 
Blues are by no means the only 
fish caught from this delightful 
strand. Pompano, snook, channel 
bass, sea trout, all the bottom fish 
and more are regular prizes. 

Jensen Beach has everything. The 
area closest to the inlet has been 
known to yield Spanish pieces of 

(Turn Page) 





World famous for the unusual 
and valuable shells found on 
their beaches. You'll find the 
fishing equally unusual and 


good. Pier and bridge fishing, or for the more active, deep sea fishing with competent 
guides. Plan your vacation around Captiva and Sanibel Islands. For reservation or 
information write to the business men listed below. 
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A SOUTH SEAS 
PLANTATION 


PINE ISLAND 
SOUND 


PER 
tA R-ENGLE'S COTTAGES 
POST OFFICE 


GULF VIEW 
INN —», 
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OSTER’S COTTAGES——"*k 
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SANIBEL 
sr > LIGHT, 
SO KINZES 

FISHING PIER 
POST OFFICE 


TULIPA WAY ApTS. 


HIERS ASA YBet 


COTTAGES 





SANIBEL DIRECTORY 


CASA YBEL—Shell hunting, fishing resort and 
cottage colony. Excellent food. A Howard 
Dayton Hotel. 


ISLAND INN—On the beach overlooking the 
Gulf. Informal atmosphere. Restricted 
clientele. 


HIER’S COTTAGES—Modern, new. Year round. 
On the Gulf. 


MITCHELL’S COTTAGES — On the _ water. 

Rooms with bath. P. O. Captiva. Year round. 
OSTER’S — Waterfront cottages, overnight 
rooms. P. O. Captiva. Yearly. 


LOW COTTAGES — Housekeeping cottages. 
Elizabeth Low, Owner. 
MISS SUSIE II — Deep sea fishing trips. Jake 


Stokes, Owner. 
JACK’S PLACE—Sandwiches, beer, cold drinks. 
House parties booked at house or at hotels. 
THE BEACH HOUSE — Lodging. Year round. 


tx 
CAPTIVA DIRECTORY 


GULF VIEW INN — Small hotel. American 
plan. Dining hall on gulf. 
ENGLE’S COTTAGES — Modern, completely 


equipped. Year round. 
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GET HERTER’S NEW 200 PAGE CATALOG 


The largest assortment of tools and materials in 

the world. Buy from the original source of sup- 

ply. Hundreds of items not available from any 

other outlet. Send 25c to cover postage and 
< handling charges. 


eS PALOG Rn You! Address Dept. K C 


®@ Buy Direct at HERTER’S Wholesale Prices @ 


~> waseca.. JHERTER’S® MINNESOTA ’; 


WE INVITE SPORTSMEN 
TO FROSTPROOF 


* 


FINE FISHING 
* 


CITIZENS BANK 
OF 
FROSTPROOF 


FROSTPROOF, FLORIDA 





Have You Ever Visited the 
Vast Florida Everglades? 


Then take a trip on 
SWAMP BUGGY 


See 
WILDLIFE ® INDIAN CAMPS 
REPTILES 


Call 
EVERGLADES 
GUIDE SERVICE 


PHONE 440—CLEWISTON, FLORIDA 
G. L. ESPENLAUB, Owner 








LAKE APOPKA 


FINE BASS FISHING 
Fun and Economy for the 
Entire Family! 





Your Home Away from Home at 


MEECE’S 
FISHERMAN’S 
PARADISE 


ROUTE 1, APOPKA, FLORIDA 
PHONE 3734 
Where You Will Enjoy Your Stay! 


VISIT 
CLEWISTON 


America’s Sweetest Town 








rg 


HENDRY COUNTY 
MOTORS 
CLEWISTON, FLORIDA 





gold, evidence bearing out the 
stories of hidden treasure. The shell 
collectors and just common beach- 
combers find miles of productive 
sand to ply their hobby, but it is 
really the bluefish and the surf fish- 
ermen who give to Jensen Beach 
its distinctive reputation. 

Every confirmed bluefisherman 
has the problem of learning when 
the blues are in. For me, it is easy. 
I live close to Jensen bridge, the 
only access to the beach. Any time 
I awaken in the quiet just at dawn 
and hear the sound of many cars 
rattling the floor boards of the Jen- 
sen bridge, I know the blues are in 
and, immediately, any other plans 
are subject to revision. This is in- 
fallible. How the others know, I 
never ask. Why look a gift horse 
in the mouth? —END 





Chipola River, Chris. Where I made 
that kill is 20 miles from Brown 
Lake.” 

Chris turned his mild blue eyes, 
which shone with a light similar to 
that of a deer, or one of the other 
creatures he knew and loved so well 
upon his listener. “Makes no differ- 
ence. A turkey will range that far. 
The turkey you killed was probably 
frightened away from Iamonia Lake 
area. He probably went there be- 
cause the Brown Lake Sanctuary 
was overcrowded.” 

Lee Duggar, Wildlife Officer from 
Liberty County, goes along with 
Chris McClellan’s idea. He says: 
“There is no doubt about it in my 
mind. There are more turkeys rais- 
ed around Brown Lake than any- 
where else in this section. That ges 
for the Apalachicola National Forest, 
too. Birds raised there, and their 
descendants, furnish shooting for 
four counties, Calhoun, Liberty, 
Gulf and Franklin. Deer are raising 
there, too, and moving out. It 
(Brown Lake Sanctuary) is the 
best thing that ever happened for 
hunters along the big river.” 

Duggar, a hard boiled woodsman, 
who has spent his life along the 
Apalach, ought to know. He says 
hunting in the Sanctuary is almost 
at a halt. He feels that hunters of 
this area are mostly in agreement 
with his opinion, and thinks this ex- 
plains the absence of trespassing in 
the sanctuary. 

G. U. Parker, Neal Company’s 
ace woodsman, although he does 
very little hunting, points out anoth- 
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VISIT CLEWISTON 
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Ww 
FINE FISHING 
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For Your Drug Needs 
Come to 


PARKER’S REXALL 
PHARMACY 


Prescription Druggists 
CLEWISTON, FLORIDA 


ON LAKE APOPKA 
IT’S 
JOHNSON’'S 
FISHING CAMP 
APOPKA, FLORIDA 
e 


FINE BASS FISHING 
GOOD SERVICE 


IT’S LEESBURG 
FOR GOOD FISHING! 


@ 
IT’S 
THE REXALL STORE 
FOR THE BEST DRUGS 
@ 


LEESBURG, FLORIDA 


RALPH’S 


Lake Shore Trailer Park 
ON LAKE GRIFFIN 
| 


RALPH & ELAINE WHITAKER 
* 


LEESBURG, FLORIDA 
P. O. Box 508—Phone 217 Red 
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This one CAN'T get away! 


SAILFISH 





Here’s the Ideal Souvenir of Florida 


Authentic reproduction of the celebrated Sailfish 
in magnificent full color. Perfect for the office, 
den, lodge, club, etc. A metal casting handsprayed 
in lacquers, mounted on a 6x12 inch natural grain» 
lacquered board. 


Also the White Marlin, Barracuda and Dolphin 


Ready to hang. $2. 50 


Parcel Post Prepaid 
No C.O.D. please 


Send check or money order to 


Florida Novelty Crafts 


1793 Purdy Avenue 
MIAMI BEACH, FLORIDA 


Dealers, souvenir stores, 
send for prices per dozen. 








PANA-VISTA LODGE 


On beautiful Lake Panasoffkee and Withla- 
ceochee River, unexcelled fishing and hunt- 
ing. Fresh water fishing for bass, bream, 
crappie and the best wild turkey and squirrel 
hunting in Central Florida. Excellent duck 
hunting in season. Fourteen modernly 
equipped housekeeping cottages with restau- 
rant serving excellent home cooked food. 
Boats, motors, guides, fishing tackle, as well 
as live bait at all times. Write for informa- 
tion and reservations: 


ROUTE 2, PANASOFFKEE, FLA. 
RUFE WYSONG, Mor. 
Bushnell 2061 


Sumter County—Tel. 





FOR GOOD FISHING 
VISIT NOKOMIS 


For 
Fishing Tackle 
SPORTSMAN’S 

SUPPLIES 


See 
THE PORT HOLE 


NOKOMIS, FLORIDA 








BAKER’S ACRES FISH CAMP 


On Withlacoochee River, 3 miles from 
Lake Panasoffkee, on same road. 3 
miles off U. S. 44 between Inverness 
and Wildwood. Good hunting and fish- 
ing. 11 miles of river open to hunters. 
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er result of the long range program. | 
“There was a time when a deer. 
was a rare creature in our woods. | 
Today, that is all changed. You see 


deer signs, and deer, all over Brown 
Lake Sanctuary, and surrounding 


area. These deer overflow into pub- | 


lic hunting grounds in Liberty and 
lower Calhoun counties.” 


Evidence supports Parker’s claim. 
Several deer have been killed in 
areas away from the reservation 
which have not had deer in them 
since before World War I. James 
Fields, Wildlife Officer, who was 
slain in line of duty Christmas Eve 
a year ago, at Brown Lake Sanctu- 
ary, was very certain that Parker’s 
statement was true. He often ex- 
pressed similar views. 


No one along the big river ex- 
pects a miracle to be wrought. Old 
timers will probably continue to 
list venison in their year round food 
needs. Fish laws will continue to be 
violated. At the same time, Calhoun 
County, and all West Florida, can 
point to Iamonia Lake Hunting & 
Fishing Club, and Brown Lake 
Sanctuary, and the activities of the 
men who organized them, and kept 
them going in the right way, as a 
solid accomplishment for Conserva- 
tion. Diffident West Floridians can 
truly point with pride to the success 
of their “experiment in game man- 
agement” and look forward with 
confidence to the better days ahead 
as a result of it. —END 


SEN LON | 


F LORIDA’S 
FOREMOST 
ATTRACTION 


OnU.S. High oe 1; 
bayinte 











In South 


Sang Man Mer ee Come Caer free Rae ne 


Samous Danes 
f PORPOISES 


LiveFist — Stakes 
Turtles A\\igator® 


— OO W_- CC“. 


GUIDED TOURS 
SOUVENIRS ~ SNACK BAR 





“OPEN 85:30 DAILY & SUN: 








EAR E ROW TT 
PROP BR OLY 
ST Crere tae 





PHONE 138 











Fish... Hunt... Live 


ome f}—— 

South Lake County 
For 
Waterfronts @ Cattle-land 
Groves @ Homes 
Investments 
See 


SOUTH LAKE 
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“BAKON GITTER” 


(Guaranteed Weedless) 
Known as the ““BOGIE BAIT” 


THE WORLD‘’S MOST EFFECTIVE 
ARTIFICIAL BASS BAIT 


Manufactured and Distributed by 


R. N. BODENSTEIN 


MADISON, FLORIDA 





FLORIDA'S 
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LAKE COUNTY 


* 


Opportunities in Real Estate, 
Homes, Lake Front Property, 
Farms 


See 


HERMAN T. DYKES 


Realtor 
TAVARES, FLORIDA 
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of upright poles with crudely hack- 
ed points found at one site suggest 
that some sort of shelter was erect- 
ed. Indirect evidence, in the form of 
locations of sites and fishing activi- 
ties, suggests that some sort of water 
transportation, possibly the dugout 
canoe, was used. We have no evi- 
dence concerning clothing, but it 
was probably at a minimum. Like 
most hunting and fishing peoples, 
the Indians probably lived in small 
groups of several related families 
and had no strongly developed or- 
ganization of chieftainship. 

Most of the objects used were 
made of local products. The stone 
which was fashioned into weapon 
points came from Florida, but had 
to be transported for some few miles 
in many cases. The weapon points 
themselves were of a different type 
than the earlier Folsom-like points, 
having roughly triangular heads and 
stemmed bases. Since the bow and 
arrow was seemingly unknown, 
these weapon points were probably 





WITHLACOOCHEE RIVER LODGE 
Where Florida’s Gulf Coast Highway U.S. 19 


AND THE RIVER MEET 
43,000 Acres Private Hunting and Fishing 
Grounds — Fresh and Salt Water 
BLACK BASS REDS SPECKLED TROUT 
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Modern Housekeeping Cottages—Rooms and 
Baths 


DESSIE O. SMITH 
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SPORTSMEN 


Enjoy Coming to Stuart 


HOME OF SAILFISH 
° 


Here the Warrior of the Sea will thrill 
you, also enjoy fishing in our two 
famous rivers where Trout, Snook, Bass 
and Tarpon are plentiful, as well as 
many other species of fish. 


CASTING AND TROLLING. Boats 
and Guide Arrangements gladly fur- 
nished by the Management of the 
Friendly, Home-like 


PUAN TO. EL. 


REASONABLE RATES 
Delicious Food Served Home-Style 
Phone 9143 — or write 


HAROLD HINKLE, Prop. 
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used on short spears or darts, propell- 
ed from a throwing stick, or atlatl. 
This device acts as an extension of 
the arm, providing additional lever- 
age, and permitting the spear to be 
thrown with considerable force and 
accuracy. It is an early and wide- 
spread type of weapon, known to 
have been used by such peoples as 
the primitive Australians, the Eski- 
mos, the historic Aztecs, and tribes 
of the Amazon region. 

The bones of animals were made 
into tools and ornaments. Leg bones 
were cut and polished to form awls 
and long, pointed “pins”, some of 
which were decorated with incised 
designs. Shark vertebrae were cut, 
perforated, and used as beads. Tur- 
tle shells were sometimes decorated 
with incised designs, presumably as 
ornaments. Conch shells, which had 
to be imported from the coast by the 
inland peoples, were made_ into 
gouge-like and axe-like tools. We 
may surmise that wood was used 
extensively, but, of course, it has 
not been preserved for us. 

The pottery of this entire early 
period is crude. Local clay was mix- 
ed with vegetable fibers and worked 
into thick pots. A surface layer of 
clay without fibers was usually add- 
ed to make a smooth surface. Most of 
the pots were straight-sided and flat- 
bottomed, a shape that is uncommon 
in later Florida Indian sites. After 
the pottery vessels had been formed, 
and allowed to dry, they were placed 
in a fire and baked. During the fir- 
ing the fibers burned out, leaving 
the interior of the pottery honey- 
combed with tiny holes. It is this 
honey-combed appearance which 
makes it easy to recognize fragments 
of the early pottery. 

There is some evidence that this 
fiber-tempered pottery was at first 
undecorated, and that later, after 
some unknown period of years, the 
first decoration was begun. The dec- 
orated pottery is almost all treated 
with designs cut into the surface 
with some pointed instrument while 
the clay was still plactic. The de- 
signs, which are quite varied, are 
almost all made up of combinations 
of straight lines. Broad rims were 
placed on some pots, and these too 
were frequently decorated. 

Similar pottery, although with dif- 
ferent decorations, is found in coastal 
Georgia, along the Savannah River, 
and along the Tennessee and _ its 
tributaries. There is no doubt but 
that all of this early pottery is re- 





lated, but whether the Florida 
_ Indians discovered the art of pottery 


making, or whether they learned it 
(Turn Page) 
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For BASS Fishing 
Come to 


LEESBURG 


For 
EXCELLENT FOOD 
GOOD MEALS 


Visit 
BREEZE INN 


LEESBURG, FLORIDA 


LEESBURG, FLORIDA 


The Bass Capital of 
the World 


Ray 
Munson’‘s 
Restaurant 


U. S. Highway 441 
East Side of Leesburg 


WE MAY DOZE BUT 
WE NEVER CLOSE 


ATTENTION 
Attention Fishermen! 


We are Distributors for the following 
Lines of Tackle Manufactures: 


PFLUEGER SOUTH BEND 
OGEANGGULY SHAKESPEARE 
HEDDON PENN REELS 


A complete line of other items needed 
for your fishing trip. 
Buy through your dealer. If he cannot 
supply you, write us. 


Spicola Hardware Co. 
1907 East Broadway 
TAMPA, FLA. 
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from other groups to the north, is 
not known. 

Evidence of contacts to the north 
is present in the latter portion of 
these Archaic times in the form of 
pots made from steatite, or soap- 
stone. This material does not occur 
naturally in Florida, and must have 
been imported from Georgia or Ala- 
bama. Such pots are heavy, and we 
assume that they were imported as 
complete vessels rather than as even 
heavier raw material. Again, this is 
a trait that the later Florida Indians 
did not possess. 


We have sketched in the life of 
the early hunters of Florida as the 
materials we recover from the 
ground suggest it, but one may ques- 
tion how we can be so certain about 
the dating of these early sites. To 
some extent we are guessing; a few 
years ago we were totally guessing, 
and we dated the appearance of pot- 
tery much later than we now do. 
Recent studies of the relation of 
early sites to changes in sea-level, 
which in turn are dated in the Brit- 
ish Isles and elsewhere, have led to 
a revision in our thinking. Even 
more recently, this revision based on 
geology has been justified by one of 
the most interesting by-products of 
atomic science, radio-carbon dating. 


a 6 


It has been established that every 
living animal and plant accumulates 
radioactive carbon during its life- 
time. When the plant or animal dies 
it begins to lose this radioactivity. 
Scientists have determined the rate 
of this loss, and can take excavated 
samples of charcoal, bone, or shell 
and measure the amount of radio- 
activity present. By this means they 
can date the samples with an amaz- 
ing degree of accuracy. Of course, 
neither the theory nor the operation 
is quite as simple as it is outlined 
here. The important thing is that the 
method works. 

No radio-carbon dates are yet 
available for Florida materials, al- 
though several samples await their 
turn for analysis. However, sites in 
the eastern United States of a simi- 
lar time have been dated by this 
method, and the dates closely ap- 
proximate those suggested by geol- 
ogy. When this “atomic yardstick” 
has been more widely applied we 
can be even more certain of our 
dating. 

In the fifteen centuries between 
the end of Archaic times and the 
conquest of Florida by the Spaniards 
the Indian way of life changed radi- 
cally. The crude fiber-tempered pot- 
tery was abandoned, and its place 





was taken by a great variety of other 
types at various times and in vari- 
ous portions of the state. Burial of 
the dead in earthen mounds became 
the practice, and was continued in 
most parts of the state into historic 
times. The growing of corn, the most 
important single discovery of the 
American Indian, made it possible 
to have larger and more permanent 
villages, although south Florida re- 
mained non-agricultural until his- 
toric times. Shortly before the com- 
ing of the Europeans, and probably 
associated with more intensive agri- 
culture, large villages on good agri- 
cultural lands back from the water- 
courses and coasts became the rule, 
particularly in northwest Florida. 
Large flat-topped pyramid mounds 
of earth were constructed and domi- 
nated this village plan of these late 
communities. Into this scene, so dif- 
ferent from the early hunting life 
described above, rode the Spanish 
conquistadors. 


Many centuries had passed be- 
tween the entry of the first Indians 
into Florida and the arrival of the 
Spaniards. During these centuries 
the Florida Indian had changed and 
developed from a hunter and fisher, 
without pottery and agriculture, to 
an agricultural villager. END 
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DOG THIEVES 


With a great deal of interest I read Fred 
Jones’ article on dog thieves in the January 
issue of FLORIDA WILDLIFE—and more 
power to him. 

If he has anything drawn up in the line 
of proposed legislation, or any now in ef- 
fect, I would like to obtain a copy as we 
have the same problem here in Rhode 
Island. At the present time our laws actual- 
ly protect the thief rather than curb him 
and there is a great need of improving this 
condition. 

THOMAS J. WHALEN, 
Administrative Assistant, 
Department of Agriculture 
and Conservation, 
Providence, R. I. 


FISH, GAME AND ALLIGATORS 


Please allow me to explain the fish and 
wildlife situation in Florida and the un- 
reasonable manner in which the people try 
to conserve them. 


Our rivers and lakes and river connec- 
tions contain every kind of Florida fresh 
water fish and four-fifths of these are rough 
worthless fish to the sportsmen to only one- 
fifth bass, bream and perch. Research has 
proven that water will only support a limit- 
ed poundage of fish and rough fish will 
live and thrive in impure or overstocked 
water, where game fish cannot live at all. 
The sports fishermen take out the game 
fish and leave the rough fish in the water 
and with the reproduction odds so badly 
against the game fish, how can they hold 
out, much less increase against these two 
destructive forces? If our lakes and streams 
were properly seined that majority of rough 
fish could be reduced and the game fish 





would resume the majority and that’s why 
the sports fishing was so much better 30 
years ago than it is today. 

As for the game, we have a pair of bird- 
eating hawks to each covey of quail and 
wild turkey in Florida, and to include the 
feeding of their young, a pair of hawks 
will require over one thousand meals a 
year and this doesn’t include millions of 
other natural enemies of small game. So 
how can there be any game left for the 
sportsmen? All natural cover for the birds 
has been ruined by turpentining and hun- 
dreds of highways criss-crossing the State 
and they are exposed to their enemies day 
and night. 

Last, but not least, come the alligators. 
They would prepare spawning places for 
the game fish then stand guard over them 
while they were spawning, to catch and 
eat the sluggish predatory fish and turtles 
that come to eat the game fish eggs. The 
deep holes of the alligators would keep 
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millions of fish alive through dry spells and 
furnish water for all kinds of wildlife. They 
would also cultivate and fertilize lake and 
marsh bottom, which in turn would pro- 
duce plankton for young fish and plankton 
means the same to fish as milk means to 
a baby. 

I have given fish and wildlife over 50 
years of daily observation and _ scientific 
study and I know the answer to our fish 
and game problems. As a matter of fact, 
proper care and cultivation is the life of 
every living thing and that especially in- 
cludes fish and game. However, if the 
people will lay aside their prejudiced ideas 
and demand scientific fish and game man- 
agement under supervision of trained bio- 
logists, Florida can be made the fishing 
and hunting paradise of America, other- 
wise, these valuable resources will keep 
right on decreasing and these are facts that 
cannot be disproved by anyone. 

TOM MORRISON, 


Hawthorne, Florida 


FOX HUNTER SPEAKS 
The recent article by Fred Jones concern- 
ing dog thieves was very good. I am a fox 
hunter, although I don’t get very much 
time to join the state hunts, I do my share 
The article hit on something that I am 
of hunting and try to promote and take 
care of the fox as far as possible. 
very much interested in and that is taking 
care of the hounds. I wish there was a law 
put into effect along that line for it costs 
a lot of money to feed and care for hounds. 
Those men that steal them are of the very 
lowest character. If such a situation would 
come up, I am sure the Fox Hunter’s As- 
sociation would back it and I know I would. 
I have had experience along the line of dog 
thefts and know you can hardly convict 
one. 


BURDETTE SCHLEE, 
Miami 
END 
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Thrilling 
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Only 
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“Official Publication of the Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission” 


FILL OUT AND MAIL TO: 


: FLORIDA WILDLIFE ! 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission 
Tatlahassee, Fla. : 





Name 


1 





City 


Address ——_— 


Cite aud Mack “Joday! | 


Enclosed is $1 to cover one year’s subscription to 
Florida Wildlife, Florida’s OWN outdoor magazine. 
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Commission Lauded 
In Breakfast Club 


Broadcast Program 


Several members of the Don McNeill 
Breakfast Club, popular daily radio program 
heard nationally from Chicago over the 
National Broadcasting Company network, 
paid high compliments to the efficiency and 
courtesy of the Florida Game & Fresh 
Water Fish Commission during a testimonial 
breakfast broadcast from the George Wash- 
ington Hotel in Jacksonville on January 20. 

Don McNeill, himself, “told the world” 
how deeply he had appreciated the grand 
reception that had been accorded all mem- 
bers of his cast during their stay in Jack- 
sonville. He particularly expressed his ap- 
preciation for the entertainment accorded 
his troupe, especially by the Game & Fresh 
Water Fish Commission. In detail he de- 
scribed the thrills of hunting and fishing in 
Florida. 

During the time rehearsals were being 
held for the Jacksonville broadcast, Fran 
Allison (Aunt Fanny), popular member of 
the nationally famous cast, took time off 
for a successful fishing trip at Lake Loch- 
loosa. She was accompanied by Terrace 
Hagen, of Jacksonville, and several mem- 
bers of the Breakfast Club cast. After skil- 
fully landing 15 choice crappie, Fran dis- 
closed that it was the first fishing trip of 
her career. Pictures taken during the trip 
by the Game Commission later received 
national prominence when they were viewed 
on Fran’s own TV show, “Kukla, Fran, and 
Ollie,” from Chicago on February 1. Game 
Commissioner Miller V. Joiner said. 

Meanwhile, James Stockton, prominent 
Jacksonville real estate operator and owner 
of Radio Station WPDQ, was McNeill’s host 
on a successful and exciting hunting trip. 
Officials of the radio station and several 
“high brass” members of the U. S. Navy 
and the Jacksonville Naval Air Station also 
were invited guests on the trip. 

In addition to McNeill’s local broadcast, 
his Breakfast Club show was heard from 
St. Petersburg and Miami. 


Sane rn, 


PoLy.Wwoeuine 


were here. It would have taken them at 
least two weeks by water, if they were 
lucky enough not to get frozen in some- 
where along the line. Through another added 
feature of the cruiser rig on wheels, they 
cooked and slept aboard on their overnight 
stops on the way down, and saved a few 
bucks!! This was sort of a “mailman’s day 
off’ type of vacation for them since the 
Zimmermans operate a boat marina on the 
lower end of Kentucky Lake. But, as is 
evident, they never get enough of boating. 
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Fran 


They spent a couple days with us, cleaned 
up the boat and had the name and numbers 
painted on before shoving off for Miami. 


The “Little Mo” as they have named their 
boat, has about every thing aboard one 
could ask for — galley, head, electric lights, 
rubber mattresses and storage lockers inside 
the cabin; the roomy cockpit boasts a steer- 
ing wheel, remote controls for the motor 
and a fancy canvas sun top. Although there 
is only “standing knee room” in the cabin, 
the rig looked mighty comfortable to me 
and I had a hard time keeping a twang of 
jealousy out of my voice as we discussed 
their intended month’s outing in Florida. 

Boats, similar to the Zimmerman’s, can be 
purchased in almost any stage of comple- 
tion, from knock-down kits to finished gleam- 
ing craft ready for the water. Or you can 
start with a set of blue prints and build 
your boat from scratch. Either way or any 
way you start you are headed for a world 


of pleasure. . . . Let’s go Poly Woggin!!! 
— END 








(Aunt Fanny) Allison 
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Lake County Visited 
By 38,600 Tourists 


Thirty-eight thousand six hundred and 
fifty Floridians and other fishermen and 
tourists spent $242,783 in the fishing and 
trailer camps of Lake County in 1951. 

Lake County has had an unusual de- 
velopment in fishing, trailer and _ tourist 
camps during the past year, with $2,332,000 
invested in eighty camps, according to an- 
nouncement by the Lake County Chamber 
of Commerce. 

The annual maintenance cost of these 
camps is $121,300. 

The investment in these eighty camps 
ran all the way from $5.000 up to $225,000. 

There are 219 cottages in the fishing and 
trailer camps included in which are some 
of the finest, most modern and_ best 
equipped cottages to be found in the state. 
In addition, there are 375 trailer spaces. 

The average amount spent per day by 
the folks in Lake County fishing and 
trailer camps has been $6.00. Some ran as 
low as $3.00, and up to $30.00 per day in 
some of the finer camps. 

An average length of stay in Lake County 
fishing and trailer camps is one week and 
varies from one day to five months. 

Lake County has seventeen hotels with 
an investment of $1,240,100 which with 
the investment of trailer and fishing camps, 
is a total of $3,572,000. Among these hotels 
are some of the finest in the state, pro- 
viding excellent attractions for the visitor 
to this hill and lake region of Florida, in- 
cluding such properties as Lakeside Inn 
and Villa Dora Hotel at Mount Dora, the 
Mount Plymouth Country Club and Hotel, 
the Floridan Country Club and Hotel at 
Howey-in-the-Hills and such other hotels 
catering to commercial interests the year 





“Honest, Martin, I've never seen anyone 
so scared over one little grass snake!’ 
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Hyacinth Control Started 
In Levy County Lake 


The hyacinth spraying program in Levy 
County was started on Johnson Lake De- 
cember 5, according to Melvin T. Huish, 
Fish Technician of the Game Commission. 

A surface spray unit, operated by per- 
sonnel of the Commission, made first appli- 
cation of 2-4-D, the chemical used to destroy 
this aquatic pest. Huish stated that a gallon 
of the full strength eradicator was mixed 
with about 200 gallons of water and applied 
to approximately three acres of hyacinths. 
A swath about 80 feet wide was sprayed 
from a boat that had to stay in the open 
water. 


Johnson Lake is one of the first lakes in 
the State on which a control program has 
been started as a cooperative effort between 
local sportsmen and the Game Commission. 


A group of local sportsmen approached 
representatives of the Game Commission to 
do something about the hyacinths on John- 
son Lake. When they were assured that the 
Commission would furnish the men and 
machinery to do the job if the money to 
buy the 2-4-D was furnished by local peo- 
ple, the sportsmen quickly contributed to a 
fund to buy the material. Over $200 has 
been raised so far, and it is assured that 
more can be raised if it is necessary. 


David E. Swindell, Director of the Central 
Florida Division, stated that the total cost 
of the project could not be definitely de 
termined now. He said more time was 
needed to do more of the work and observe 
results before an estimate of the total cost 
could be made. 





round, as the Magnolia and National at 
Leesburg, the Tavares Inn, and others, 
which have reported to the Lake County 
Chamber of Commerce. More than $120,000 
has been expended in improvements in the 
Lake County hotels, trailer and fishing 
camp resorts, during 1951. 

The statistical facts compiled by the Lake 
County Chamber of Commerce from the 
operators of these resort facilities show that 
these 38,650 visitors spent $242,783 for 
their accommodations in 1951. This was in 
addition to their travel cost in getting to 
and from the hotel, fishing and_ trailer 
camps, and their other expenses. 

The fishing and tourist business in Lake 
County is one of its most important 
resources. 
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Rainbow Springs Is 
Selected As Site for 
Taking Sports Film 


Dunellon. — Rainbow Springs has been se- 
lected as the shooting site for a forthcoming 
United States Treasury Department film on 
southern bass fishing, Jack Slone, Public 
Relations Director for the attraction, an- 
nounced recently. 

The film, one of a series on outdoor 
sports, will be made by The World Out- 
doors, Inc., a national hunting and fishing 
information bureau, in cooperation with the 
Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish Com- 


mission. 

Rainbow Springs, the largest springs out- 
let in the world, provides the ideal setting 
for a picture of this type. It offers crystal- 
clear water, record breaking bass in native 
habitat, exotic underwater foliage, and spe- 
cially designed submarine boats which are 
used daily by both amateur and professional 
photographers for underwater pictures. 


More than 659 million gallons of water 
flow from these gigantic springs every day 
and Rainbow River and the Withlacoochee, 
fed by the springs, are famous for large- 
mouth bass fishing. Three times in the past 
eight years, the record bass in the National 
Field and Stream Fishing Contest has been 
taken in these waters. Visitors to the Springs 
say that one of the most thrilling sights on 
the featured submarine boat ride is the 
giant 15 to 20 pound largemouths. 


Safety Program Launched 
In Northwest Division 


Necessary steps have been taken to launch 
a super safety program in the Northwest 
Florida Division, according to Director Floyd 
D. Nixon. 

Such steps include a talk to all area super- 
visors with regards to the action suggested 
at a recent Directors’ meeting in Tallahassee, 
in that all personnel would be held responsi- 
ble for the State equipment checked out to 
them. Another step is a letter to all person- 
nel warning them that fender dents and 
other accidents resulting from irresponsible 
and reckless driving would mean money out 
of their own pockets. Unavoidable accidents, 
of course, will be exempted from this pro- 
vision, after they are checked by the Division 
Director. Nixon added that he was making 
a check on all accidents, however minor 
they are. 

After scrutinizing four of the best safety 
programs, the Division has worked out a 
program to meet the requirements of this 
particular area, and one which Nixon feels 
will be fair to all personnel concerned. 
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Third District Given 
Open Fishing Season 
At Commission Meet 


The open sport fishing season in North- 
west Florida’s Third Conservation District 
was restored during a formal meeting of the 
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commission 
Monday, February 4. 

Reversing a previous decision of October 
29, the Commission unanimously voted to 
repeal the regulation specifying a closed 
season throughout the entire district during 
the months of April and May. The action 
restores the district and state-wide fishing 
regulation to conform to those printed on 
the backs of present fishing licenses. 

Under the new ruling, the only closed 
fresh-water sport fishing season now in effect 
in Florida is in Jackson County — Ocheesee 
Pond and Merritts Mill Pond — Calhoun 
County — Chipola River and portions of the 
Dead Lakes — and Gulf County — Lake 
Wimico and part of the Dead Lakes — where 
fishing is still prohibited during the months 
of April and May. 

The Commission’s ruling came after a 
two-hour hearing during which an evenly 
divided panel of 22 sport fishermen pre- 
sented their views for and against a closed 
season. 

Other actions of the Commission included: 

Passage of a resolution allowing the sale 
of non-native game birds and animals legally 
acquired. The resolution specifically ex- 
empted any birds and animals which are 
native to Florida, as well as migratory birds. 

Approval of a motion that all airboats in 
the state be numbered and operated under 
a permit system. 


Approval of a resolution to hold Commis- 
sion meetings in the future in different cities 
of the state other than Tallahassee. 


Passage of a resolution that the next 
Commission meeting would be held on the 
first Monday in April, with following meet- 
ings scheduled to be held on the first 
Monday of every other month thereafter. 


Confirmation of the selection of Cecil M. 
Webb, Tampa, commissioner from the First 
Conservation District, as Commission chair- 
man. 


Approval of the removal of all slat baskets 
and traps used in fishing in the Third 
District. : 

Tabling for further investigation a re- 
quest that professional dog trainers be al- 
lowed to train their dogs by killing a 
limited number of quail prior to opening 
of the hunting season. 

Approval of the closing of the southern 
part of the Ocala National Forest, Lake 
County, an area of approximately 50,000 
acres, as a game refuge. 

Commissioner E. Harris Drew, West Palm 
Beach, also announced that he plans to in- 
troduce at the next meeting resolutions pro- 
hibiting use of airboats in the Lake Okee- 
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alone in the national picture. Some 
6,000 other muzzle loading shooters 
participating in club programs op- 
erating under the banner of the Na- 
tional Muzzle Loading Rifle Asso- 
ciation, with national headquarters 
in Portsmouth, Ohio, share the gen- 
eral activity and fun connected with 
the firing of old muzzle loaders in 
shoulder - to- shoulder competition. 
The Association, with which the 
Florida club is affiliated officially, 
owns a 55-acre range and a modern 
club house valued at $20,000 at 
Friendship, Indiana, 54 miles north- 
west of Cincinnati, scene of annual 
shoots that attract hundreds of 
muzzle loader shooters from all over 
America. Matches are held in the 
Spring and again during Thanks- 
giving Week. 

With the organization and rapid 
growth of the Florida group, B. Le- 
Roy Compton, Business Manager of 
the NMLRA, is interested in turn- 
ing the national match tide towards 
Florida, our climate being ideal for 
Winter shooting especially, in the 
opinion of Association officials. Re- 
cent visits with both the Dunedin 
club and the author were expressly 
made early for fulfillment of this 
purpose. 

Muzzle loading rifle shooting in 
Florida lives on! —END 





“This the first time you’ve seen a clear 
plastic boat?” 





chobee marshes during the duck-hunting 
season, and repealing a law specifying that 
duck hunters may not legally shoot from a 
boat in a blind if the motor is still attached 
to the boat. 


RAINBOW INN 


Modern Clean Cabins. Good Food. Boats. 
In Key Largo, in the heart of the best 
Fishing Territory, on Over Seas Highway 
opposite Post Office Bldg. 


Rock Harbor, Fla. 


P. O. Box 15 












PORT COMFORT 
“The Place To Fish” 

FORT MYERS, FLORIDA 

runta Rassa Rd. Phone 2-2379 


It’s easy to see why Port Comfort rates so 
high with fishermen and boatmen. A safe, 
comfortable harbor with excellent storage 
and berthing facilities. It also boasts of a 
complete repair yards and ways, groceries, 
supplies, gas, oil, and fishing tackle. 


We Welcome You 
To STUART 


SAIL FISHING 
Aer Basi 


* 


C. B. ARBOGAST 
REAL ESTATE @ INSURANCE 


CITIZENS’ BANK BUILDING 
STUART, FLORIDA 


The Bass Capital of 
Florida 


LEESBURG 
w 


For the Best Complete Line of 
FISHING TACKLE 
DRUGS AND SUNDRIES 
Visit 
BRAGDON’S 
Crescent Drug Store 
LEESBURG, FLORIDA 


NOKOMIS 


on Route 41 where the Gulf 
meets the Highway 


Visit 
POINT-O-PALMS 
TACKLE SHOP 


Headquarters for 


Salt Water Light Tackle 
Spinning & Fly 


O. D. Hampson, Owner 








MUNICIPAL AQUARIUM 


» KEY WEST, FLORIDA’S 


Number One Tourist Attraction 





——_—_—_—_ 





Norman Auto Supplies 
1401 Main St. P. O. Box 832 
FT. MYERS, FLORIDA 


REPLACEMENTS, PARTS AND 
AUTOMOBILE SUPPLIES 










MONKEYS MAKE FINE PETS 
Send 10c for brochure and pricelist—listing 
care, feeding, and housing of 11 most popular 

varieties, and their characteristics. 

All kinds of birds, xnimals, and reptiles 
for sale. 


TROPICAL HOBBYLAND 
1525-B NW 27th Ave. MIAMI, FLA. 






WYLDEWOOD BIRD FARM 
1000 N. Federal Highway 
DANIA, FLORIDA 


IMPORTERS — EXHIBITORS — BREEDERS 
UNUSUAL AND EXOTIC BIRDS 


Cages — Feed — Seed -—- Supplies 








MIAMI RARE BIRD FARM 
Box 100, Kendall, Florida 


HUNDREDS OF BIRDS, MONKEYS AND 
ANIMALS ON EXHIBITION 
AND FOR SALE 


THE REEF RESTAURANT 
and 
COCKTAIL LOUNGE 


at 7 mile bridge—Oversea Highway 
FOR FINEST OF SALT WATER ANGLING 
MARATHON, FLOBIDA 


GREEN TAVERN 


Located on US #19 — 1 mile south 
CRYSTAL RIVER, FLA. 
ONE OF THE FINEST EATING PLACES 


In the heart of Good Fishing 
and Hunting Section 


We Welcome You 
To STUART 
Sail Fishing at its Best! 


* 


COMPLETE 
BANKING SERVICE 


* 


CITIZEN’S BANK 


OF STUART 
STUART, FLORIDA 








“FLORIDA WILDLIFE ON THE AIR” has really taken off into the wild blue 
yonder since the February issue of FLORIDA WILDLIFE. Ten new stations have 
been added to the list carrying the program. Five in Georgia, two in Alabama, 
and three in Florida. The new stations are marked with an asterisk. This brings 
the total to 32 stations. A note to FLORIDA WILDLIFE readers: If your local 
station does not carry FLORIDA WILDLIFE ON THE AIR let us know about it. 

Something new was added to our program with the program you heard during 
the week beginning February 18. Harry Holmes, of Lutz, Mrs. Wilbur Sass, of 
Valrico, and Dick Thompson, of Okeechobee, received one-half dozen casting 
plugs, a glass casting rod and a bait casting reel, respectively, when their questions 
were used in the question and answer period. Send your questions in to FLORIDA 
WILDLIFE ON THE AIR, c/o Station to which you listen, and maybe it will be 
used and you’ll receive a valuable and useful award too. 

Highlight of our programs in February was the Duke of Windsor program in 
which the Duke told about his hunting in Florida, the British Isles, India and 
Africa. During the months to come, other notable people will tell you their hunting 
experiences over Our program. 


Here are the stations broadcasting FLORIDA WILDLIFE ON THE ATR: 
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It’s a safe bet you'll have more zip 
—more of what it takes to fight 
‘em and lick ‘em—if you’ve had a 
good night’s sleep and a _ hefty 
sportsman’s_ breakfast. 


FOR YOUR COMFORT 
& CONVENIENCE 


® Air Conditioning 


Prince Murat| ‘ 


INN 


ON U.S. 90—STATE RD. 20 


@ Kitchenettes 


@ Suites to accommodate 
the entire family 


At City Limits — West of Tallahassee — On Tennessee St. 
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DON’T THINK — BE SURE! 


ZAC "VIPER: 





; ay yours. ‘You “may 
carry whatever you like, but it takes suction 
to remove poison from a _ snakebite. The 
VAC-VIPER CAR KIT has the suction to do 
this job and do it successfully. 

WM. E. McCREARY 
11031 Florida Ave. 


STRICKLAND 
CIGAR STORE 
* 


FISHERMAN’S STORE 
* 





Tampa, Florida 


Reels Cleaned and Lubricated 


15¢ 
MAIL ORDERS GIVEN PROMPT 
ATTENTION 


317 ZACK STREET 
TAMPA, FLORIDA 


Come in and ask for Free Tide Table 


TAMPA 
Welcomes You! 


@ 
U. S. TIRES 
U. S. Tire Supply, Inc. 


Morgan & Lafayette Sts. 
Phone 2-8545 
TAMPA, FLORIDA 


NEED HELP? 


Your Servant 
of the Century 


WILL HELP YOU DO YOUR JOB 


BETTER ® FASTER @® CHEAPER 


gyilo, 
é FLORIDA POWER & 


LIGHT COMPANY 
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Six Florida Lakes 
Opened for Seining 


Six Florida lakes were opened to com- 
mercial seining of all freshwater fish except 
black bass, pickerel and pike under two reso- 
lutions adopted by the Game and Fresh 
Water Fish Commission Monday, Feb- 
ruary 4. 

Under a three-year experimental program 
calling for strict controls, seining will be 
carried on in Lakes Eustis and Harris in 
Lake County and Reedy Lake in Polk 
County on a year-round basis, and in Lakes 
Okeechobee, George and Crescent in South 
and North Florida from July 1 to March 1 
of each year. 

All seining crews are to operate under 
permits issued by the Game Commission. 
Commission personnel will then be assigned 
to accompany each crew on all fishing trips, 
inspect catches and check them through an 
approved checking station. 

As a final safeguard, all bream, perch and 
crappie taken will be tagged with seals 
which automatically destroy themselves 
when removed from the fish. No such fish 
may be legally sold without such proper 
identification. 

The resolutions also specify that all sein- 
ing crews will pay an inspection or super- 
vision fee, based on the poundage of fish 
taken, to the Game Commission. Fees are 
set at two cents per pound for bream, crap- 
pie and related species, one cent per pound 
for dressed catfish, and one-half cent per 
pound for rough fish, such as garfish and 
mudfish, when sold. 

It was also specified that sport fishermen 
taking fish by legal methods in any of the 
lakes affected under the program shall not 
be required to adhere to the daily bag 
limits previously prescribed by the Com- 
mission, expect those limits applying to 
black bass, pickerel and pike. It will be 
necessary, however, for all such sportsmen 
exceeding limits to check their catch through 
a checking station to have the excess fish 
tagged or otherwise identified. Such fisher- 
men who possess a valid fish dealers license 
may then sell their inspected, tagged and 
fee-paid fish to a licensed resident whole- 
sale dealer. 

The resolutions were introduced by Wal- 
ter Warren, Leesburg, commissioner from 
the Fifth Conservation District. They passed 
on a 3 to 1 vote with Commissioners War- 
ren, A. F. Rich, Tallahassee, and E. Harris 
Drew, West Palm Beach, voting in favor, 
Miller Joiner, Jacksonville, voting against, 
and Cecil M. Webb, Tampa, chairman of 
the Commission, not voting. 

Passage of the resolutions came at the 
close of a day-long Commission meeting 
attended by numerous sportsmen and com- 
mercial fishermen. 

The resolutions put into effect certain 
recommendations first made by John F. De- 
quine, chief fisheries biologist for the Com- 

(Turn Page) 





FISHING LODGE 


Established 32 years, same owner, now 


retiring. Private bathrooms, finest meals. 
Land, buildings and equipment complete 
and in ultra excellent condition. 


Next 
operator must be high class and compe- 
tent. Please qualify yourself for informa- 
tion. Thoroughly checkable as sound in- 
vestment. $65,000.00, half cash, balance 
10 years.—H. P. D’Alemberte, Realtor, 
316% N. Franklin, Tampa, Florida. 


WE INVITE YOU 
TO VISIT 
DADE CITY 

PASCO COUNTY 


BANK OF PASCO 
COUNTY 
DADE CITY, FLORIDA 


NO724) To FLORIDA 


IS COMPLETE 
Without aVISIT to the 





ONE OF THE 


iN pee Clete 


see WITH A 


inch Exhibit 


INCLUDING aie FLOCK OF 
BEAUTIFUL FLAMINGOES 


DANCING CRANES, SWANS,. DUCKS, 
QND OTHER COLORFUL BIRDS, WANDERING UNCAGED. 


ONE MILE SOUTH OF 
RINGLING MUSEUM 


BAY SHORE DRIVE AT MYRTLE 





Lake Wales Welcomes 
The Sportsman 


BASS FISHING 
Ful 21S BESF! 


For 


FISHING TACKLE — GUNS 
Ammunition —— Supplies 
MORGAN & PHILLIPS 
HARDWARE 


Stuart Ave. — Lake Wales, Fla. 
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mission, in August, 1950, after an original ZOE OE ie Sab ee 
survey that covered'a period of almost three FISHING AND HUNTING 
REASONABLE RATES 


years. Dequine’s findings concluded that 


sport fishing in Florida would not be harmed “hee €b A ey I | ty 
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° and probably would be improved by com- 
Stay in 4, | mercial seining that would remove surplus 4 
Ry In 1952 | populations of fish. MODERN CABINS 
Basically, the findings of Dequine’s staff FURNISHED COMPLETE 
© _ were that surplus populations of both pan Hot and Cold Running Water 


and rough fish in Florida waters were being Innerspring Mattresses 
24 BOATS ® MOTORS ® GUIDES 


wasted, and their removal would provide AND LIVE BAIT AT ALL TIMES 
better growth of the remaining fish. Fon Reservations Wits 


The experimental program adopted by the THE OASIS, R. D. 1, Lake Wales, Fla. 
Commission was designed to put the rec- 


ay 


For Better Living 





ommendations into effect and also carry on The King of fresh water game fish in 
further survey studies of Florida fishing con- | Florida is the largemouth black bass. 
se ditions. 
Dequine stated that seining would begin 
For Best in in Lakes Eustis, Harris and Reedy within THE LURE with FISHY EYES 
: : : the next 90 days. Seining in Lakes Okee- Florida made Try #1407 for Trout 
Building Material chobee, Crescent and George will begin All Types 


July 1, 1952. 


Dequine also said that the program was 


See 


TAMPA SAND & 
MATERIAL 
CO. 


TAMPA, 
FLORIDA 


Welcome to 
FLORIDA IN °52 


We Invite You to Visit and Live in 


DADE CITY 
PASCO COUNTY 


HOME OF WORLD’S LARGEST CITRUS PROCESSING PLANT 


PASGO PAGhING GO. 


DADE CITY, FLORIDA 


so designed that seining operations could 
be slowed or halted in any locality where 
it was found that the desired improvement J 
of the balance in fish populations had been io DAN DY LURES 


achieved. LONN SALES CO. 
DAYTONA BEACH, FLA. 
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Florida’s mourning or turtle dove, a pop- | 
ular small game bird, is rated second in 
importance only to the bobwhite quail. 
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Bird Dog Training 


BY FRED W. JONES 


Eight years ago this writer sold his dogs 
and quit bird hunting. At that time the 
future of the sport looked dark indeed. 
Land was being posted at a rapid rate. 
The Game and Fresh Water Fish Commis- 
sion hadn’t started its public hunting area 
program. Then we fed our dogs for a year, 
got to hunt them for only a short period of 
time and found little area and game when 
we did hunt. 

We sold the dogs and quit because it was 
too expensive for the pleasures secured. 

However, today the picture has improved 
a good bit although admittedly it is still not 
ideal. We do believe now that a person of 
average means can. find enough territory, 
and enough birds, to make the keeping of 
a couple of dogs profitable. 

But, be that as it may, the real thought 
behind this month’s piece is the additional 
pleasures and profit that can be derived 
during the “off” months. Even back in the 
days when we were hunting we got in on 
this deal to some extent. 


The deal we have in mind is, of course, 
the raising of your own pups, and the train- 
ing of your own dogs. To a real bird hunter 
a great part of his satisfaction comes from 
working with the dogs during the hunting 
season. It is not just the kill that he is after. 

Therefore, at this time of year it is well 
to start work with next season in mind. We 
have always contended that half of the 
“training” of any hunting dog consists of 
a mutual understanding between the dog 
and man. The dog that knows what his 
master wants, and how he wants it done, 
is already half trained. 

The other half of the training comes when 


strong and weak points, his temperament, 
and when the man, through long association, 
learns to trust the dog. 

When one raises his own pups he has the 
advantage of months of association gained 
before the first hunting season opens. By the 
time the first hunt comes off, confidence 
and mutual understanding are already es- 
tablished. 

And there surely is no greater satisfaction 
than to see a young dog that you have 
personally raised and trained, strike his first 
birds. A perfect point and steady hold on 
the first birds will send a glow through the 
most hardened professional trainer. For the 
amateur the thrill is multiplied many times. 

Most unfortunate, in our opinion, is the 
man who has so little time and so much 
money, that he can “afford” to have a pro- 
fessional do his training. We most certainly 
have no wish to detract from the profes- 
sional trainer, but we do insist that a man 
using them is losing a lot (in fact, most) 
of his satisfaction. You can hunt for maybe 
two months, but you can enjoy the other 
ten months too. 


Then too, there is the additional satis- 
faction of having a dog work as YOU want 
him to. Personally, we like a close working 
dog. Others like a wide ranger. Whichever 
you like, you can make if you do the 
training. 

We also believe that close association and 
home training makes for a harder working 
dog. We believe that a dog closely associ- 
ated with his owner is far more eager to 
please on the average than is a dog working 
for a “stranger”. 

And we might also consider the expense 
involved. Quail hunting is one of the most 
expensive of all outdoor sports in our opin- 
ion. The costs can of course, be cut by do- 


the man thoroughly understands his dog’s ing your own training and by raising your 
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own pups (provided, of course, that you can 
RAISE them!). 

It is true that raising and training pate 
pies takes a good bit of work and a tre- 
mendous amount of patience. If a person 
doesn’t have the patience and will to work 
he had better turn his dog over to the pro. 
But if he does have the time and is willing 
to work, we believe that the pleasures de- 
rived will prove to be ample compensation. 

Anyway, now is the time to think of next 
season. Put some effort and time into your 
dog or dogs, and do the same towards pro- 
ducing more birds in your hunting area and 
youll not only have some fun during the 
off season but will also reap a harvest next 
winter. —END 
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COTTAGES 


facilities, 
Box 


BRAND’S COTTAGES, with cooking 
Lake Tarpon. Good fishing, boats and wait. 
288, Tarpon Springs. Phone 2473. 


DOGS FOR SALE 


GERMAN SHORTHAIRED PO!INTERS -The All 
Purpose Dog you've read about. PUREBRED 
BEAGLES. Puppies usually. All dogs registered in 
A. K. C. LEONARD BENNETT, Lake Weir Ken- 
nels. Oklawaha, Fla. Phone 8464—Ocala. 


HOUSE TRAILERS FOR SALE 


RETIRE at the Fountain of Youth at Sarasota. 
House Trailers, $195 to $5,500. 3 acres of good 
fish.—SELLHORN’S, Airport, Sarasota, Fla. 


SALE OR LEASE GAME PRESERVE 








21,000-acre game preserve (protected for 15 years: 
on Highway 792. just west of Daytona Beach. 
Fine stand pine timber. Fenced. M. J. MOSS, 


Orlando, Florida. 
GUNS—AMMUNITION 








SELLING OUT at 10% discount — Target Rifles 
and supplies. Small pistol primers $8.00 thousand 
The Ideal Lock & Gun Shop, 227 S.W. First Ave., 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 


COMPLETE GUN REFINISHING. Re-bluing, plat- 
ing, re-stocking, sights, scopes, recoil pads. Bona- 
fide dealer’s trade solicited. DON COOK’S GUN 
BLUING SHOP, Winter Park, Fla. 








CUSTOM BUILT gun stocks. Cold bluing process 
on aouble barrel shot guns; hot dip on other 
guns, New, second-hand, and antique guns bought, 
sold or traded. Black powder, smokeless powder, 
percussion caps, primers, factory ammo., sights 
and other accessories. Come and see us. Palm 
Harbour Road. Ph. 8-6821 or 8-6311. Write us 
about your needs. Bradley & Fought Gun Shop, 
P. O. Box 603, Dunedin, Fla. 





REAL ESTATE—RESORTS 








“WELAKA,” the St. Johns River Sportsman's 
Paradise, fishing camps, river front homes. 
groves, business opportunities. E. J. TeRONDE, 
Crescent City, Florida. 


CAtldlife Trading Post 


The Wildlife Trading Post is especially designed for SWAPPING, BUYING or SELLING outdoor 
sports equipment, services, etc. Classified advertisements Il5e a word per insertion, payable in 
advance. Minimum advertisements 15 words or $2.25. 
numbers count as words. (No blind box-number ads can be accepted.) Send copy and remittance 
to: Wildlife Trading Post, Florida Wildlife, Tallahassee, Fla. 





Initials, abbreviations and groups of 





BOBWHITE QUAIL FOR SALE 





FOR SALE—BOBWHITE QUAIL for restocking. 
NOW is the time; only few left. Priced right. 
Permit No. 17. Dr. W. E. Whitt, Yalaha, Florida. 





INBOARD BOAT ENGINES 





Ten Air-cooled Briggs Stratton Surplus Inboard 
Boat Engines, new bore 2%, stroke 2%, with 
Howard built-in neutral clutch complete with 
propeller, coupling, bronze shaft log, stuffing 
box and engine bed. Less shafting. For boats 
up to 15 feet, $100 each.—_FLASKAMP MOTORS, 
7316 Boulevard, North Bergen, N. J. 





FISH BAIT FOR SALE 





NOTICE TO FISH CAMPS AND FISHERMEN— 
Fishing’) worms—we have them. Hybrids, jumbos, 
110—$1.00. 1,000—$6.00. Large bait size, 1,000— 
$5.00. Each packed 100 per pint or 1,000 per 
gallon.—FLORIDA WORM GARDEN, West New 
York Ave., DeLand, Florida. 





FISH WORMS—RED, 1,000—$4.00 postpaid. Close 
wholesale price to dealers. — Groves Howell, 
Sneads, Florida. 





GREY CRICKETS—Millions used annually. Ac- 
claimed THE BEST BAIT. $1.50 per hundred post- 
paid. Fishing containers at $0.75 and _ $1.50. 
Wholesale cricket prices on request. — LUCKY 
LURE CRICKET FARM, Leesburg, Florida. 


LiVE BAIT FOR SALE--GILBERT’S HAPPY 
CUNTENT WIGGLING, RED WATER WORMS— 
1,000 Worms, $5.00; 2,500 Worms, $11.25. Worms 
packed 100 to cup with ample feed for two weeks. 
Orders shipped same day received, Prepaid.-— 
GILBERT’S FARMS, CHIPLEY, FLORIDA. 


FISHING TACKLE—BAIT 





CLOSE-OUT of overstock plugs for fresh and salt 
water fishing. Fine colors and models. $7.50 per 
dozen prepaid. Remit to Gulf Stream Tackle Shop. 
475 S.W. 8th Street, Miami, Florida. 





WELL STOCKED INLAND LAKES 
OR RIVERS FOR FRESH WATER 
ANGLERS! THE ATLANTIC OCEAN 


FOR OLD SALTS! 


VOLUSIA 


COUNTY 


CHARTER BOAT “DOC M” 


New Smyrna Boat Docks 
P. O. Box 524, New Smyrna Beach, Fla. 
Deep Sea Fishing 


% 


TURNBULL CASTLE LODGE 


P. O. Box 306, New Smyrna Beach, Fla. 
Rooms, Apts., Boats, Motors and Bait 
w 

CHIEF MEYER’S FISHING CAMP 


RFD 2. Daytona Beach, Fla. 
Deep Sea and River Fishing 
Charter and Open Parties 
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INLET HARBOR FISHING CAMP 


RFD 2, Daytona Beach, Fla. 
8 Deep Sea Boats and River Fishing 
Boats, Bait and Tackle, Guides 


b= 


PELICAN FISHING CAMP 


3216 S. Peninsular Drive 
Daytona Beach, Fla., Ph. 2-3163 
Boats, Motors, Bait and Deep Sea Boat 


ww 


TED AND JOHN’S FISHING CAMP 


Route 2, New Smyrna Beach, Fla. 
Boats, Motors and Bait 








STUART 


Offers the Best in 
SALT WATER FISHING! 


Stuart’s Biggest Little Store 


BRANNAN’S 
WESTERN AUTO ASSOCIATE STORE 


OFFERS THE BEST IN SUPPLIES 
TO CATCH THE BIG ONES 


For the REST of the Night, Stop at 


STUART VILLA 


On the Banks of Beautiful 
ST. LUCIE RIVER 





SAIL FISHING — 


Finest of Sport Fishing! 


STUART 
WELCOMES YOU 


Ww 


FOR THE-BEST. 
IN DRUGS 


STUART 


REXALL DRUG 
STUART @ FLORIDA 








COME TO 
FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 
for 
GOOD FISHING & HUNTING 


For Real Estate Values 
Investments 
Ranches - Acreage 


See 


WATERS REALTY CO. 


P. O. Box 427 Phone 3 
FORT PIERCE, FLORIDA 








IN LAKE COUNTY 
VISIT 


THE DORA CANAL 
COTTAGES 


and 


TRAILER PARK 


FINE FISHING 
GOOD PLACE TO RELAX 


Dora Canal Cottages 


Tavares, Florida 
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dir 
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FINE FOOD 
IN 
PLEASANT. 
SURROUNDINGS 
6 
JUMBO 
SHRIMP 
DINNERS 


STATE CAPITOL 


THE LIBRARY 
TALLAHASSEE, 





——  CONNER'S CORNER RESTAURANT -- 3°20 © sxoapway ave 












BULLDOZERS 
DRAGLINES 
TRUCKS 
® 
CLEARING 
GRUBBING 
DISCING _ 
DIGGING | 


J. W. CONNER & SONS, INC 


EAST BROADWAY & 40th STREET 
PHONE 4-4124 TAMPA, FLORIDA P. O. BOX 2522 








